Attractions in Taiwan

Taiwanese Lingo

Bus – Gong Che

Taxi – Ji Cheng Che

MRT – Jie Yun

Postcard - 明信片
Postage - yóu piào
Left – Zuo

Right – You

Take Away – Wai Dai

http://comawhite.net/files/taiwanguide.xls
• Sun Yat Sen Memorial 國父紀念館 – MRT ,Get off Sun Yat Sen Memorial station, Exit 4

Sun Yat Sen Memorial 國父紀念館 - @ Ren-ai road - changing of guard ceremony hourly 

Go there by 8.45am…best time at 9am when starts

How to get from the Memorial Hall to Yong Kang Street or vice versa?

On Xinyi Rd. "Yongkang St." stop, take Bus 204 eastbound and alight at "MRT SYS Memorial Hall" stop. As you board, take note of the LED sign above the driver indicating whether to scan your EasyCard upon boarding or alighting.

Important bus stops on this route include:

- Xinyi/Hangzhou intersection (CKS Memorial)

- Xinyi/Yongkang intersection (Din Tai Fung, Ice Monster)

- DaAn Park

- All stops on Zhongxiao E. Rd. Sec. 4 (MRT Zhongxiao Fuxing Station to Sun Yat-sen Memorial)

- Raohe St. NM

- Songshan Railway Station


• CKS - daily 9am-5pm free- Take the MRT Danshui Line and get off at the CKS Memorial Hall Station and take Exit 5.

NO MORE Hourly changing of guards

Chiang Kai Shek Memorial Hall 國立中正紀念堂 (CKS MRT exit 5)

Take MRT trains on light green line to CKS Memorial Hall Station. Use exit 5 at CKS Memorial Hall Station. 

Street map of CKS Memorial Hall Station: http://home.trtc.com.tw/INFO92/Lmap.asp?SID=042
The grounds of the CKS Memorial are much, much larger and also include the National Concert Hall (Xinyi Rd.) and National Theatre (Aiguo E. Rd.). It's frequented by locals and visitors alike.

• National Palace Museum 國立故宮博物院 (0900-1700 hrs) http://www.npm.gov.tw/en
Take the MRT Danshui Line to the Shilin Station , look for Zhongzheng rd exit and take bus R30 (Red 30) to the National Palace Museum. Other routes that will take you to and near the Museum plaza are buses 255, 304, Minibus 18 and Minibus 19.

National Palace Museum daily 9am-5pm NT100 - Take MRT Danshui Line and get off at Shilin Station, look for Zhongzheng rd exit, take bus Red 30 / #304, #255 / minibus 18,19 (NT15) - 10min

The National Palace Museum opened till 9-5pm but extended to 830pm on Sats.. .. i think it is better to go early as i spent half the day there.. .. there's free guided tour at 10am and 3pm for english and 930am and 230pm for mandarin... .. for those tt like history and antiques i personally think it's a must-visit place .. ..

Free Guided Tours in Chinese, English, and Taiwanese:
All these tours, free of charge, begin at the Information Desk, where you are asked to sign up first. The times are as follows:
Mandarin Chinese: Daily at 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
English: Daily at 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
Taiwanese: By appointment. Please call +886-2-2881-2021 (x2683) and ask for Miss Chang.

Went to National Palace Museum 国立故宫博物院 (take mrt to Shilin MRT then take bus 304, 355 or Red 30) tix at NT80 (for student) and NT160 for adults. Go earlier if you want to enjoy the stuff.

for mi, there's nothing much at cks memorial hall.. but the national palace museum is worth spending more time there cuz there's realli lots of stuff to look ard there.

Martyrs' Shrine
• daily 9-5pm, free - Danshui line, get off at Jiantan stn, 1km east of Jiantan station not far from Keelung river

The changing of guards occurs hourly from 9am to 5pm at the Martyrs' Shrine.

(another guard change ceremony but i find this one more interesting than the CKS MH one)
I actually think that the guard changing ceremony at Matyr's Shrine is much better than the one at CKS Memorial. 
And if u wanna go to the CKS memorial one, better go early (as in, like 15 min before the guard change timing) so that u can stand right infront.

Martyr's Shrine (Yuanshan MRT, Bus stop diagonally across at stadium, bus no. red 2, 287, 247 or 21; Changing of Guards starts at 9am)

The Marytrs Shrine, as mentioned, has the hourly changing of the guards; other than that, it's basically just that----a shrine.

To get to Martyr’s Shrine, take MRT trains to blue line to Taipei Main Station and transfer trains on red line to Yuanshan Station. Use exit 1 at Yuanshan Station. Cross road to soccer stadium side, walk to Zhongshan N Rd Sec 3 to take buses Red 2, 21, 208, 247 and 287. Alternatively, take buses 247 and 287 from Bo Ai Rd (Ximen Station exit 3) or from Hengyang Rd (Ximen Station exit 4)

Street map of Yuanshan MRT Station: http://home.trtc.com.tw/INFO92/Lmap.asp?SID=056

Martyr’s Shrine closes at 1700 hrs. The changing of guards ceremony is held daily and hourly on the hour. The last session is at 1645 hrs. 

Consider visiting nearby Miramar Entertainment Park (ferries wheel) 

Take the free mall shuttle buses located at the rear of the mall to Jiantan MRT Station and walk to Shilin food square (in front of Jiantan MRT Station) and night market. 

Free Mall Shuttle bus: www.miramar.com.tw/5service_s3.php#top2
From the same bus stop you get off at Martyr Shrine, you can take 247,267,287,208,21 and 2 directly to Miramar. From Miramar, you can take their FREE Shuttle service directly to Jiantan MRT Stop for the Shihlin Night Market. 

If you like to Shop, you can also check out the Carrefour Dept Store and G'eant both behind the Miramar Complex. 

At Carrefour and G'eant buildings there are shops at the ground level but the Main stores are on the upper levels . They consist of both Dept Store and Supermarket.

I read that guards changing no longer take place at CKS memorial so have to rearrange my itinerary around a bit. May I know, Martyr Shrine or Sun Yat Sen Memorial Hall, which of the 2 is better to watch the guards changing. And where is Martyr Shrine located at? 

Martyr’s Shrine is located at No. 139, Peian Rd, Taipei (near Grand Hotel at Yuanshan)

Board bus 247, 287 at Bo Ai Rd (near Ximen MRT Station exit 3) or Hengyang Rd (near Ximen MRT Station exit 4). If coming by MRT, alight at Yuanshan Station exit 1, cross road to soccer stadium side and transfer to bus 247, 287. Alternatively, alight at Shilin MRT Station and transfer to bus 646 (infrequent) or 902

Opening hours: 0900 to 1700 hrs Admission: Free of charge.

The changing of guards at Martyr’s Shrine are better as it is conducted outdoors with the impressive red Chinese-style architecture buildings while those at Dr Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall are conducted indoors. 

From Yuanshan, you can also take 2,21 and 208 from the same stop to Martyr's Shrine and Miramar complex.


Yuanshan MRT Station is on the red line of the MRT system.

Yuanshan MRT Station: home.trtc.com.tw/INFO92/Lmap.asp?SID=056
After alighting at Yuanshan MRT Station, take exit 1 and walk along Jiuquan Street and cross Zhongshan N Rd Sec 3 to the bus stop with traffic heading north. The bus journey to Martyr’ Shrine takes about 3 mins. It is just across the Keelung River. Fare: NT$15 You can use Easycard for payment of fare.

Martyr’s Shrine in Chinese: 忠 烈 祠   (zhōngliècí)

To get to Martyr's Shrine, take MRT to Yuanshan station. Exit 1. Cross the road diagonally to the soccer stadium bus stop and then take 287, 247, 21 and red 2. Mus catch the 9am changing duty, more interesting. Do take note, alot of pple @ this time.

First take MRT to Yuanshan, Exit 1, cross road to Soccer stadium and take any bus: Red 2, 21, 208,247, 287.(all frequent) Martyr's Shrine about 5 stops away. When you finish here, that You can take only 208,Red 2 and 21 back to Yuanshan MRT (247 n 287 only if sign shows sign MRT Yuanshan)and then continue to Beitou. It is best to arrive at the MS about 15 mins before the hour. 9 am ~ 5pm. 

Dr Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall and Martyr's Shrine are open from 0900 to 1700 hrs daily. Changing of guards ceremony is held daily with the last session at 1645hrs.

• Miramar Entertainment Park 11:00am-00:00am - new shopping mall in Dazhi, just north of Keelung river 
Take MRT to Jiantan 劍潭站, exit right and transfer free shuttle bus. If the line is too long, take public bus 167. 

Free shuttle bus- daily from 10:25am to 10:30pm, weekdays every 10-20 mins, weekends every 10-12mins.
• Miramar Ferri Wheel 台北美麗華摩天輪 (Tickets : NT$200 on weekends;NT$150 during the week.)

To go to Miramar Entertainment Park (ferries wheel), take MRT to Jiantan station. Free Shuttle: Jiantan Station (Exit 1) 

Weekdays 1025 to 2145 hrs (peak 10 - 15 mins, off-peak 15 - 20 mins)

Weekends 1030 to 2230 hrs (10 – 12 mins)

Last bus leaving Miramar: weekday at 2230 hrs, Fri & Sat at 2245 hrs

Miramar Entertainment Park website: www.miramar.com.tw/5service_s3.php#top2
and how to go to the taipei Miramar ferris wheel? 
It’s the place which has a Ferris wheel on shopping mall.
"Take MRT to Jian Tan station (where Shih Lin Market is). From there, exit right,
there is a shuttle to go to Miramar and back to Jiantan MRT for the Shihlin NM.
The Miramar ferris wheel costs TWD150 weekdays and TWD200 weekends.

The trip to Miramar ferris wheel is quite far from Jiantan stop. Rember the last free shuttle bus leaves from Jiantan by 915 i think and last bus leave Miramar back to Jiantan by 1030pm. Try to make it before the last bus if not u have to take a cab to Shilin market after that. 

Got shuttle bus from Jiantan station. but note that the shuttle bus end at 915pm from Jiantan station, try to go earlier than this and catch the last bus 10.30pm from miramar back to Jiantan. If not u need to take cab from jiantan, will cost abt NT145, quite ex, cos distance is quite long. 

The ferris wheel is on top of miramar entertainment centre. As i was saying.. u can just take the free shuttle bus @ Jiantan station and the bus (called Mei Li Hua) arrive every 15mins

Cost NT$150 to take the Giant Ferris Wheels, den NT$200 for the ride inclusive of popcorn n soft drink. The 2nd package is more worth lah but cannot take food up to the Ferris Wheel. Recommendation is to go at night - the night view are really nice!
It's on top of a shopping mall too - mainly middle price range products (think Mango, Baleno Attitude etc).

To get to Miramar, you must take a shuttle bus @ JianTan station, where Shih Lin is @. Probably u wil reach Shih Lin there ard 7+.. Think Miramar wil close ard 9.30. Dun forget u need 2 get the same shuttle bus back to Shih Lin. There is 1 Carrefour next to Miramar. I din spend much time there cos main focus was @ Shih Lin.

Miramar Entertainment Park 美丽华百乐园 (NT150)
Jiantan Station 剑潭 -> Exit 1 -> Transfer free shuttle bus. If the line is too long, take public Bus 267
To return -> Jiantan Station 剑潭, go to the bus shelter just under the Ferris Wheel. There is 2 shuttle bus back

There is a bus stop outside Jian Tan station (the exit to Shihlin) and you will see people Q-ing for the bus. The shuttle bus will have the Chinese words “Mei Li Hua” on it.
To get from Miramar back to Jian Tan station, you can take the shuttle bus from the carpark opposite the building and Q in the line that has a number “2” tag on it.

day 2: after breakfast, you can go CKS Memorial hall see guard change ceremony, then you can go Taipei underground mall to shop, OR go taipei city hall (taipei 101/NYNY/Shinkong) to take photos or walk around look-see, then proceed to Wufenpu to shop followed by Raohe night market. 

day 3: after breakfast, can go martyr's shrine (another guard change ceremony but i find this one more interesting than the CKS MH one) OR you can go Wulai or Xinbeitou for hot spring, then go Danshui followed by Fisherman's Wharf. After that, can head to Shihlin for more shopping.

day 3 you might want to visit Taipei Main Station before Martyr's shrine (if you are going in the order you placed) cos the latter is on you way to Danshui anyways. save time on travelling back and forth. Do note the last changing of guards is about 4pm i believe.

for Martyr's Shrine, take MRT to Yuanshan Station, go to the bus stop diagonally across at stadium and take bus no. red 2, 287, 247 or 21. you might want to move that to Day 5 cos its on the way to YMS on the Danshui line. The changing of guards starts at 9am and happens every hour. Maybe you can go to Sun Yet Sen Memorial Hall on Day 2 instead, which is just on the way to Taipei City Hall.

The changing duty of guards @ Matry's Shrine is v interesting. The 9am changing shift is the most interesting 1. By the time they finished changing duty, they already sweat alot as the weather now is quite hot.

Jiufen

Taipei-> Ruifang: train (45 mins NT$52-80)

Ruifang-> Jinguashi -> Jiufen: bus [Keelung / Jinguashi line] (15-20 mins NT$20)

Jiufen-> Keelung: bus [Keelung / Jinguashi line] (50 mins NT$44)

To go to Jiufen/Yeliu - Take train (not Metro) to KeeLung train station. Cross the road to take KeeLung bus 基隆客运. 
The service to Jiufen has a sign that reads 基隆-〉九份-〉金瓜石 
The service to Yeliu has a sign that reads 基隆-〉野柳-〉金山
Take train to TMS -> Keelung Station,(by railway) the exit (just follow the people), walk underground den 2nd exit. AND out of the Station, go cross the road. Bus fare to Jiufen 15TWD. Journey is 1hr+. For keelung I don't know cause I didnt go. there is a bus back to Zhongxiaofuxing. Also a bus from Zhongxiaofuxing to Jiufen. Bus fare is 90TWD.

TMS -> KeeLung Station
Cross the road using an overhead bridge from the train station. The bus stop is in front of a clinic with a blue signboard. Bus fare to Jiufen is NT 45 and takes about 30 minutes.

To go to KeeLung NM, u will have to walk about 10 minutes from KeeLung Station. Ask for directions to MiaoKou when u're there.

The suggested order for visiting is:
1) Yeliu
2) KeeLung
3) Jiufen

• Jiufen – At Yeliu, just opposite to where you alight, the bus goes to ‘Keelung’. Alight at the Keelung station and transfer to a bus that brings you to Jiufen(it may say Jinguashih as the terminal stop, just ask the driver, you need to find out how much to pay too).

For your Day 6, alternatively you can take a bus from Taipei Intercity Bus Terminal (Taipei Main Station) then take a 國光客運. Just tell the person you are going to Yeliu. The bus should read terminal stop as ‘Jinshan’. You can ask the driver to tell u where to stop, or just follow the crowd. A short walk will lead you to Yeliu. 
At Yeliu, just opposite to where you alight, the bus goes to ‘Keelung’. Alight at the Keelung station and transfer to a bus that brings you to Jiufen (it may say Jinguashih as the terminal stop, just ask the driver, you need to find out how much to pay too). 
From Jiufen, take a bus that goes to ‘Keelung’ (actually it is the same bus you took to Jiufen just now) and drop just before the Railway Station for Keelung Miao Kou. But I’d suggest you move this to a weekday if you have the flexibility to do so. Cos it gets REALLY crowded at Keelung Night Market on weekends and can be frustrating!


Keelung 
Yeliou - Queen Head 
Jiufen Snack food, teahouse, temples - Jinshan St., Mt Keelung (inactive volcano), Shuci Road, Shengming Temple, Shenping Theatre, Wufankeng, Chenghuang temple 
Jinguashi :Gold Ecological Park mining related attractions 
Keelung Miao Kou Temple Plaza Night Market

** Directions to go: 
Yeliou - Take MRT to Danshui, take bus ply Provincial Route 2 towards Keelung (daily 5.50am-830pm, every 20-30min NT150) stopping at Yeliou (NT105) 
Or another way: Taipei main station underground mall exit 9 - go to Taipei Inter City Bus Terminal 国道客运台北总站. 
Take 国光Kuo Kuang bus or大有 Da You Bus to Yeliou (NT85) and Jinshan (NT100) daily 5.40am-10.40pm every 10-20min 
bus stand is already slightly over the entrance to 野柳Geological Park. You have to walk backward and soon turn left to the town. Walk straight all the way for 10 minutes and you are there. 
( Buses stop on main highway just outside the village, walk along the road to the right of the harbour, past the seafood restaurants till reach Geopark, a few min on the left) 

Jiufen - 1) take a MRT train to Rueifang 瑞芳火車站 (NT80, 40min) then go across the road and 
take a bus (NT$20, 15-min) towards Jinguashi 金瓜石 direction and drop off at 1st stop at Jiufen 九份 (NT15) 15mins, The bus driver will announce the drop off at 九份. 
Or 2) direct buses depart from Keelung every 15min(daily 6-9pm) 40mins. 
(* Pingsi branch line, Jiufen is the 4th stop from Rueifang stn)
OR 3) take taxi to九份 at a fixed price of NT$150

Keelung Miao Kou Temple Plaza Night Market - Ren 3rd Road, between Ai 3rd Rd and Ai 4th Rd, open 24 hrs
(1) Take Bus 基隆客運from 九份to 基隆 Keelung (40-min) 
(2) Take Bus from Zhong Xiao West Road Section 1 (between Taipei Main Station front mall exits 8 & 9). Buses operate between 5:30 AM to 11:00 PM. Last bus to Taipei around 10:00 PM. 
(3) Take train from 台北火車站to 基隆火車站NT$43. Came out from train station you’ll see a 7-11 on the left, walk straight and turn left into the ally. Along the way, the right side should be the sea. 
Note: When reached 基隆火車站, remember to buy return ticket to Taipei incase sold out, last train from基隆火車站 to 台北火車站 is 22:30 PM.

Shifen - at Rueifang main line station, pick a train via Pingsi branch rail line (all day NT50, per trip NT30 max), Shifen is at the 3rd stop of Pingsi line * train departs at irregular freq (timetable)

** Notes: 
Yeliou -- Yeliou Geopark daily 8am-5pm NT50 
Jiufen 09:00 AM - 12:00 AM - teahouses open stay into the early hours at weekends
Jiufen teahouse at 142 Jinshan st, close to Shuci Road, get a wooden booth with a view NT100 per pax + NT400-700 price of a teapot 
A-Mei teahouse at 20 Shisia Lane (above 121 Shuci Road on the right as you descend the steps below Jinshan St, look out for the green exterior and red lanterns 
Keelung Miao Kou Temple Plaza Night Market - place for seafood; recommend ice & fruit stall, thick soups and rice-flour noodles (mifen) 
Ding Bian Cuo no.25-1 and 27-3 inside the temple courtyard is one of the oldest and most celebrated stall 
Lee Hu Cakeshop (9-930pm at 90 Ren 3rd rd pastries 
Shifen - waterfall (daily 7.30am-6pm, NT180)

Just a note, for my itinerary, jiufen, jinguashih, keelung, yehliu can be done in a day. They are in the same route. You can do in this sequence : 

Yehliu > Jiufen > Jinguashih > Keelung / Miaokou NM

Yehliu open as early as 8am, so by the time you finish, you can head to jiufen. 

Taipei to Yehliu: Taipei Main Station Bus Terminal > Guoguang Bus "To Jinshan Youth Activity Center" > alight at "Yehliu". (Approx. 90 mins) 

Yehliu to Jinguashi / Jiu Fen: Yehliu > bus to Keelung station apprx 30mins > transfer to bus "To Jinguashih" . Or if go Jiufen first alight at Jiufen.

[b]
** After Yehliu, take the bus to Keelung Station in opp direction you came from and transfer to the bus to Jiufen. The sign for the Jiufen bus will show "Jinguashih" NOT jiufen. Jiufen is just a stop before the terminal which is jinguashih.

If you are unsure, ask the driver. Remember there are quite a few buses with different routes, don;t take the wrong bus. 

Jinguashi to Jiu Fen: Take back same bus 

Jiu Fen to Keelung & Miaokou: Direct Bus to Keelung Station; alight just before Keelung Railway Station for Miaokou Night Market. ** Keelung last train to Taipei is i think 10.30pm, pls don't miss it. or else it is very expensive to get back to taipei by cab. 

Some of the routes, i've not done personally before. But the info is considered as accurate. It would be good if you can do more research again to understand their bus routes clearly. For such routes, pls use exact bus fares, because they won't provide change for you. And i think their easylink card don't work in these buses. 

Jioufen 九份 (Best To Go On Weekdays)

· Taipei Main Station 台北车站 > Cross the road using an overhead bridge from the train station > Take Keelung Bus 基隆客运巴士 -> The bus stop is in front of a clinic with a blue signboard > The service to Jioufen has a sign that reads 基隆 > 九份 > 金瓜石 OR

· Zhongxiao Fuxing Station 中孝复兴 > Exit 1 > Take the bus that reads 基隆 > 九份 > 金瓜石 (Takes about 1 hr 45 mins) - NT90 OR

· Board a railway train to Rueifang Railway Station 瑞芳站 > Transfer to a Keelung bus outside the station.

· After alighting from the train > Exit the station and walk to the front of the railway station > The road in front of the station is Mingdeng Rd Sec 3. If you are going to Jioufen or Jinguashih 金瓜石, you would need to cross Mingdeng Rd Sec 3 to the bus stop just outside the shops and café > Take the Keelung bus heading to "Jinguashih" for Jioufen. The bus will terminate at Jinguashih. Bus fare: NT$22 (To Jiufen/Jinguashih same bus fare). The bus journey uphill takes about 20mins (to Jiufen)

· Alight at the Old street (Chishan Street) stop along the road bend > You can see the 7-11 convenience store.

[For return: Can take a Keelung Bus directly to Taipei > Stops at Raohe St Night Market 绕河夜市 or Zhongxiao Fuxing Station Stop (竽圆，果冻 from Ah Xing's stall，Li Yi Bing Dian (李仪饼店) OR Li Gu Bing Dian (李鹄饼店) 太阳饼，凤梨酥，芋头酥，Mochi). Li Yi has opened a new outlet at Taipei Main Station Front Metro Mall]

Keelung Night Market 基隆庙口夜市 (After 8pm)
Taipei Main Station 台北车站 -> Keelung Train Station 基隆车站 (appox. 50mins) -> Turn right -> Walk straight and you can see MacDonald -> Turn right -> First cross junction turn left (Do Visit Lee-hu Pastry Shop (李鵠餅店) OR

Taipei Main Station 台北车站 -> Keelung Train Station 基隆车站 (appox. 50mins) -> Turn right -> Walk straight and you can see MacDonald -> Walk the underpass -> Walk Straight


Miaokou (probably reach there @ late noon, heard tt Keelung is nite mkt, so are the food stalls opened in e aftnoon?) Food stalls only open after 5.30pm. Best bet is to reach at ard 6pm. Cos by then they will seal the roads around Miaokou area to prevent vehicles from entering. That way we are free to walk around from 1 stall to another. 

Is Keelung Nite mkt opened in e afternoon? Nope! I reached there at 5pm and realized it is kinda empty. Not as bustling as I've expected. We walked around the neighbourhood before heading back to Miaokou again at around 5.30pm and realized that is the time when the stall tenders started setting up their stalls. So I suggest the best time to reach MiaoKou is 6pm. Cos we're there to enjoy the bustling atmosphere too, right? So don't go there before 5.30pm cos there is practically cold and empty.


Keelung Miaokou NM - Mostly food. And we can never get enough of it. with so many stalls and one stomach to fill only.

JiuFen 九份
Take a train from Taipei Railway Station to RuiFang Station. NT$144/pax/rd trip. When buying tickets, check for time of train arrival. Ask for seats cos if buying impromptu, may end up with no seats. Exit RuiFang Stn, cross to opposite rd, take designated bus to JiuFen (NT$22 per pax).
JiuFen's a tourist attraction, selling food (gd for buying pressies), Yu Yuan (Yam Balls, a kind of desserts). Has many alfresco tea places to overlook the vast sea. Jiu Fen's up in the mountainous area, therefore pretty cold esp this period. Whole street's bustling with business, shoppers etc. As it was raining, we *** travel further up. On a fine weather day, can even go explore

we went to Jiufen, bought train ticket at Taipei Main Railway Station (metro stop: Taipei Main Station, please walk towards exit 1 to the train station). Train tix cost 62 per person(one way), alight at Ruifang station, please keep to your right when u exit from the station in order to go to the bus stop to take a bus to Jiufen, bus ticket cost 20 per person. Can njoy a scenic ride from the bus stop all the way to Jiufen (provided u get a seat in the bus if not u will feel abit giddy). Can visit the 'Ghost House Wu', must pay a entrance fee of 50 or 100 per person (cant remember). 


From Jiu Fen to Keelung can take the public bus, cost 44 per person. Note: when u waited at the bus stop, beware of the local taxi drivers which they will tell u that u just miss the bus n have to wait very long, ask you to take a cab, 400 for the cab, journey is ard 50mins drive. Went to Miaokou, actually is not so near from the bus stop(where u alight) to Miaokou night market, remember to ask the local in case u walk to the wrong direction. I think Miaokou is mainly for food, nothing much to shop(my personal views). Must try the salad boat(a kind of sandwish-very yummy), Jun Bian Chou(not too sure abt the han yu pin yin). From Keelung back ti Taipei by train cost 43 per person, is a local train so is a free seating kind like MRT.

places of interest wise, the only one i visited was Jin Gua Shi in Jiu Fen, it was a gold mine and is now open to visitors. The most memorable part of tt visit was climbing up millions of stairs to see the shen3 she4 (japanese shrine?) Our legs were practically breaking by the time we climbed ALL the way up. [image: image1.png]


The view was wonderful tho, and if you had the strength you could climb all the way up into the mountains, I cld see pavilions on it and i bet the view fr up there wld be breathtaking. The Jiu Fen lao jie (old street) was pretty fun too, you've gotta try the yu yuan (yam balls) yummy!! yam & sweet potato balls with red beans and green beans in a sweet broth, v filling tho. There was one shop selling fish balls, sotong balls, meat balls soup, lu rou fan (stewed minced pork with rice) & dried noodles, yummy too!

(Exit MRT Taipei Main Stn>Walk west on Zhongxiao w.Rd>Cross Chongqing N.Rd to the corner of Chongqing N.& Civic Blvd.Elevated Expressway>@ taipei Intercity Bus Terminal, take a Guoguang Bus to JinShan route & alight @ yehliu, rite?)

-Yehliu to jiufen-
(Take a bus{opp. direction frm which you came} to keelung Stn>trf to a bus "To JInguashih" route & alight @ Jiufen) or if miss yeliu,(take a train to Ruifang stn>go across the road & take bus 825 JI LOng Ke Yun(NT19, 10-15min ride)towards Jinguashih direction & drop @ jiufen or take a 80mins direct bus (Keelung bus) frm Zhongxiao Fuxing MRT Exit 1 to jiufen)

-Jiufen to Keelung Miaokou NM-
(Buy rtn tix frm keelung to taipei stn frm jiufen.frm jiufen, take a keelung bus to keelung city {railway stn} Miaokou is within walking dist.)

Jiu Fen (take TRAIN (Not MRT) to rueifang (瑞芳) Train station from Taipei main train station, when u reached rueifang train station, cross the road to the opp bus stop & take bus to jiufen)


if gng to jiufen the train tic we buy at the taipei main train station? can buy on the day that we are gng? or need to buy in advance?

Buy on the day that you go, no need advance.
To go directly to Jiu fen, the Exit #1 at Zhongxiao-Fuxing MRT station, 
you can take a Keelung Bus to Jioufen and Jinguashi.
It takes abt 40mins bus journey from Jiufen to Keelung. 
From keelung, you can buy Guo Guang Bus tix back to Taipei.
Alternatively you can take a train to ruifang 瑞坊 (spelled Jui-fang on the railway website).
Its about NTD40 1 way, 50 minutes ride.
Outside the ruifang station there is a big carpark / road. You have to walk across the carpark
and cross the road to the bus stop. 
Take bus 825 Ji Long Ke Yun (NT19, 15 minutes ride) towards jinguashi,and drop off at jiufen.

"Taipei -> Rui Fang (NT80 per person for train)
"
Rui Fang -> Jiu Fen (NT20 per person)
"
Any bus ride to Jin gua shi and Kee lung is also standard NT20. "


Jiufen 

http://library.taiwanschoolnet.org/cyberfair2005/cejh77/eview.htm


Taipei Main Station – Rueifang (1 hr train journey) – Alight and go tourist information counter take the jiufen, shifen, pingsi maps (if you need). Cross the road to take a bus (bus-stop besides mee sua stall) You will see alot of ppl waitingg for the bus too. The bus journey to Jiufen takes around 10 mins (22NT per pax). While waiting for the bus, cabbies will also approach you at 150NT.

sweetie, the food stalls at Keelung only open after 5pm. And as far as I know, I think Wufenpu shops close around 8+pm. If you reach Songshan at 7+, it may be a little too late to shop. 
Also, im not sure if you are looking at the correct train timetable. The train I took from Keelung back to Taipei main station is a normal train.. the inside looks like MRT - two rows of seat facing each other.

go to http://163.29.3.96/twrail_en/index.aspx
check for Taipei (Taipei) to Taipei (Keelung), ordinary train type... you will see many train timings there.

i believe you are referring to Miaokou. This is located in Keelung, about 5 minutes from Keelung station. Miaokou has ALOT of food stalls - can have your dinner there after touring yeliu/jiufen. THere are also some stalls selling clothes and stuff. And there is a famous pineapple tart shop called 'Li Gu'. Miaokou starts after 4pm

Food stalls only open after 5.30pm. Best bet is to reach at ard 6pm. Cos by then they will seal the roads around Miaokou area to prevent vehicles from entering. That way we are free to walk around from 1 stall to another.

- Reached Jiu Fen
- Walked finish Jiu Fen and leave for Miao Kou Night Market at Ji Long.
- The night market is very near the Ji Long Train station. 
- Reached the Night Market
- Leave for Taipei via a Guo Guang Bus at Ji Long Train station.

Me just back from Taipei. Share with you how to railway train system works for travelling to Jiufen and Shifen which we find it quite a challenge.

Basically all these places, you gotta take a railway train which you need to buy ticket from the railway train counter located at Taipei Main Station. There is no specific time when you gotta reach or head back the destination. As long as there is still train (based on the timetable), you can just hop on and travel about. The timetable is shown at the tickets purchase counter or you can just ask the staff/ train captain (easier). There are self-automated machines but you will be blur coz we tourists dun really understand which train to take and how to see the train frequency (was figuring on the screen but got myself headache). I even saw a few times, their locals asking for assistance too.

The train frequency is about 45mins to 1hr of interval. Meaning if you missed the train, you gotta wait quite long for the next one. Similarly when you wanna take the train back, you gotta wait for the timing of the train based on their given timetable. Sometimes the train will delay, so it is best if you ask the train captain about the timing.

Please also note that you can keep away your YouYou Card for the time being as these county places require cash to buy the train tickets and bus trips. Do set off early in the morning as the train waiting time + traveling takes up a lot of your day. If you really wanna go a lot of places to sight-see (such as waterfalls, mountains etc), I think you may need to take 2 days.

This is how I travel to Jiufen (old street also known as little Hongkong) and Shifen (light up the lantern)

Jiufen
Taipei Main Station – Rueifang (1 hr train journey) – Alight and go tourist information counter take the jiufen, shifen, pingsi maps (if you need). Cross the road to take a bus (bus-stop besides mee sua stall) You will see alot of ppl waitingg for the bus too. The bus journey to Jiufen takes around 10 mins (22NT per pax). While waiting for the bus, cabbies will also approach you at 150NT.

TMS – Songshan – Nangang – Shijih – Wudu – Baifu – Qidu – Badu – Nuannuan - Si Jiao Ting - Rueifang

if gng to jiufen the train tic we buy at the taipei main train station? can buy on the day that we are gng? or need to buy in advance?
Buy on the day that you go, no need advance.
To go directly to Jiu fen, the Exit #1 at Zhongxiao-Fuxing MRT station, 
you can take a Keelung Bus to Jioufen and Jinguashi.
It takes abt 40mins bus journey from Jiufen to Keelung. 
From keelung, you can buy Guo Guang Bus tix back to Taipei.
Alternatively you can take a train to ruifang 瑞坊 (spelled Jui-fang on the railway website).
Its about NTD40 1 way, 50 minutes ride.
Outside the ruifang station there is a big carpark / road. You have to walk across the carpark
and cross the road to the bus stop. 
Take bus 825 Ji Long Ke Yun (NT19, 15 minutes ride) towards jinguashi,and drop off at jiufen.

"Taipei -> Rui Fang (NT80 per person for train)
"
Rui Fang -> Jiu Fen (NT20 per person)
"
Any bus ride to Jin gua shi and Kee lung is also standard NT20. "

BTW, if anyone planning to go to Jiu Fen from Taipei Main Station, take train 'Zi Qiang' will only take you 40 mins and then take a bus up from opposite the train station at Ruifang.

Leave for Jiufen. Take bus to Keelung station. Costs NT46 per pax. (in front of the Convenience store which is across from where we get off in Yeh Liu. Then ,transfer bus to "Jiufen" . (Sign for the Jiufen bus will show "Jinguashih". There is a "Keelung-Jinguashih" route, a "Keelung-Rueifang" route, a "Rueifang-Jinguashih" route and even a "Jiufen-Jinguashih" route. So pls check the direction before boarding, ask the driver if unsure. )
Transfer direct bus back to Keelung /Miaokou (30 to 40 mins). Costs NT 46 per pax.
For Miaokou night market, alight just before Keelung Railway Station for Miaokou Night Market. (50 mins)

Jiu Fen and Kee Lung
• Trains seats seem to be given alternate numbers. For eg, Seats 29 and 31 are side-by-side.

• The car (che1) number is not the train number. It’s the carriage number so, on the platform, wait at the corresponding carriage.

Jiufen ( 九份 ): Took the train to Ruifang Train Station ( 瑞芳火車站 ). Once came out from the station cross the road to the bus stop to take Keelong Bus ( 基隆客運 ) to Jiufeng. Try the famous 九份芋圆, 综合鱼圆, 黑糖糕 etc.
After Jiufen proceed to Keelung Night Market ( 基隆廟口夜市 ). I took the Keelong Bus ( 基隆客運 ) from Jiufen and it took about an hour to reach there. My advise is better don't eat too full if you're going to take the bus from Jiufen to Keelong. I felt like throwing out through out the whole journey. I would recommend taking train instead as it is faster and also more comfortable.
As for Keelung Night Market, nothing much franky speaking. I tried 油饭, fried crab, 旗魚飯, 面线羹 etc but only the 油饭 is nice, the rest so so. I really think can give Keelung night market a miss, or maybe I miss out something?
After Keelung I went to Shilin Market again, this time round focus on shopping, most shops open until 2am on Fri & Sat.

Hi, got back from taipei e previous nite 07/11. Taipei was a little cold, around maybe 20+/-. Anyway for those of u thinking of going down to jiu fen and/or keelung, my suggestion is to take e railway from taipei main station which is abt 43NT and takes 45mins to keelung. U'll find a visitor centre who can suggest places to visit around there. 
There u can make ur way to miao kou nite market which is opened quite early say abt 11am, pray at e temple in the middle of e nite market, try e 3 brothers tao huay located at e end of the road and make ur way back to the bus stop located opp the railway station. Then take e bus which cost 45NT to jiu fen. E whole trip will take abt 1 hr odd.
Once u reach jiu fen, walk to an open shelter where u can see the view of e sea. Then turn around n walk into the alley where u'll see a big crowd walking. Enjoy walking coz it's gonna take a long time walking frm 1 end to another. Along e way, u'll pass by e tai yang bing shops which r mentioned in e earlier threads. 1st one will be zhang shi fu. Recommended is his plain tai yang bing. Further down after meeting a crazy lao auntie dressing up funnily (sure can see one!), u'll reach li yi. His recommendations r butter tai yang bing n feng li su. Both shops sells feng li su, but to each his own, i prefer li yi.
If u're too lazy to go up jiu fen to buy, can always call up n order. 
Zhang Shi Fu - 02-24976462 (Day) 02-24976465 (Nite) 0916-829224 (Mobile)
Li Yi - 02-24965628 (Day) 02-24287272 (Nite) 0955-798018 (Mobile) URL www.lecake.com.tw

After all e shopping, u can always enjoy e scenery at a open air pavement outside a bubble tea shop, e view there is nice!

If u r planning to return to taipei, can take e bus either to ruifang railway station n change a train back to taipei or take e direct bus back to taipei. I prefer taking e train back as can try e tie lu bian dang, but to each his own.

I'll stop here at e moment, will post more tips for those going to taipei soon.
Oh, P.S. if u're e kind tat can't take cold, bring thicker jackets n always bring a raincoat just in case.

Jioufen 九份
Taipei Main Station 台北车站 -> Cross the road using an overhead bridge from the train station -> Take Keelung Bus 基隆客运 -> The bus stop is in front of a clinic with a blue signboard -> The service to Jioufen has a sign that reads 基隆 -> 九份 -> 金瓜石 OR

Zhongxiao Fuxing Station 中孝复兴 -> Exit 1 -> Take the bus that reads 基隆 -> 九份 -> 金瓜石 (Takes about 1 hr 45 mins) - NT90 OR

Board a railway train to Rueifang Railway Station 瑞芳 -> Transfer to a Keelung bus outside the station.

After alighting from the train -> Exit the station and walk to the front of the railway station -> The road in front of the station is Mingdeng Rd Sec 3. If you are going to Jioufen or Jinguashih 金瓜石, you would need to cross Mingdeng Rd Sec 3 to the bus stop just outside the shops and café -> Take the Keelung bus heading to "Jinguashih" for Jioufen. The bus will terminate at Jinguashih. Bus fare: NT$22 (To Jiufen/Jinguashih same bus fare). The bus journey uphill takes about 20mins (to Jiufen)

Alight at the Old street (Chishan Street) stop along the road bend -> You can see the 7-11 convenience store.

For return -> Can take a bus directly to Taipei -> Stops at Raohe St Night Market 绕河夜市 or Zhongxiao Fuxing Station Stop (竽圆,果冻 from Ah Xing's stall,Li Yi Bing Dian (李仪饼店) OR Li Gu Bing Dian (李鹄饼店) 太阳饼,凤梨酥,芋头酥,Mochi). Li Yi has opened a new outlet at Taipei Main Station Front Metro Mall.

For Jiufen, go to Taipei main station. take a railway train to Rueifang Station. There's a vistor centre there, ask for the direction to the bus stop(its just opposite the railway station). Take the bus going to Jiufen direction, ask the driver or read the LED sign. It takes you to Jiufen, pls prepare some coins or use the 'Easy Go' card (our version of the ezlink card, buy at the mrt station) for the bus ride.

Ps. I had the best deep fried chicken (jie pa) at the stall opp the watson-like stall (i think its Cosmed). Its the best I've had in taiwan, the spice is just nice and evenly coated. 

From Jiufen > Keelung Miaokou 

To return to Keelung, take a Keelung bus with its destination “基隆” Jīlóng  in LED sign display from the same bus stop you earlier alighted. The bus goes downhill. Fare: NT$45 Travel time: About 40 mins. Alight one bus stop before reaching Keelung Railway Station at “獅子橋 (Lions Bridge)” stop on 忠一路 (Chung Yi Rd). It’s a shorter walk to Keelung Miaokou than from Keelung Railway Station.

Keelung Miaokou food street (Open 24 hrs) & Night Market http://www.miaokow.org 

From Keelung Miaokou > Taipei

Walk 10-mins to Keelung Railway Station and board a train to Songshan Railway Station (for Wufenpu and Raohe St night market) or Taipei Main Station. Alternatively, take a Kuo Kuang bus back to Taipei Main Station.

Taiwan Railway Administration: http://163.29.3.98/TWRail_En/index.aspx

Kuo Kuang Bus: http://www.kingbus.com.tw
From Keelung > Taipei Main Station > Ximending

If taking the train back to Taipei, the last train (DRC 2559) departs Keelung at 2333 hrs, arriving Taipei Main Station at 0025 hrs. 

Train fare: NT$43 to NT$66 (depending on type of train)Travel time: About 43 mins 

Taiwan Railway Administration: new.twtraffic.com.tw/TWRail_EN/index.aspx
TRA trains ticket prices: service.tra.gov.tw/tw/ticketprice/excel.aspx
Alternatively, board Kuo Kuang express bus from Keelung bus station (at Keelung Railway Station) to Taipei East Bus Station. Frequency: 10 to 15 mins. Last bus departs Keelung at 2300 hrs. Bus fare: NT$55 (one-way) NT$100 (return) Travel time: About 50 mins

Kuo Kuang Bus: http://www.kingbus.com.tw
Location map of Taipei East Bus Station: home.trtc.com.tw/INFO92/Lmap.asp?SID=051
Ximending is just one MRT stop away from Taipei Main Station. MRT Fare: NT$20 Travel time: About 3 mins. 

The last trains depart from the respective terminal stops at 2400 hrs.

Taipei Metro (MRT): http://www.trtc.com.tw
Shortest way to Jiufen (bus and train combo):

Board a railway train to Rueifang Railway Station and transfer to a Keelung bus outside the station for Jiufen.

Taiwan Railway Administration (TRA) website: http://163.29.3.98/TWRail_En/index.aspx

Train fares (NT$52 to NT$80) and travel times (about 40 to 55 mins) from Taipei Main Station to Rueifang Railway Station vary depending on the type of train.

After alighting from the train, exit the station and walk to the front of the railway station. The road in front of the station is Mingdeng Rd Sec 3. If you are going to Jiufen or Jinguashih, you would need to cross Mingdeng Rd Sec 3 to the bus stop just outside the shops and café. Take the Keelung bus heading to “Jinguashih” for Jiufen. The bus will terminate at Jinguashih. Bus fare: NT$22 (to Jiufen or Jinguashih same bus fare). The bus journey uphill takes about 20mins (to Jiufen) 

Keelung bus website: http://www.klbus.com.tw
Alight at the Old street (Chishan Street) stop along the road bend. You can see the 7-11 convenience store.

Jiufen is a quaint village on a hilltop with good views of the mountains, the Yin Yang Sea and Pacific Ocean. Jiufen was once a flourishing mining town. After World War II, the mining industry ended. The internationally acclaimed Taiwanese movie “City of Sadness” was shot here and focused on Jiufen’s colorful past. Jiufen prospered again and the crowds came to stroll on the stepped alleys till this day. Take a walk through Chishan Street (Jiufen Old Street) and the alleyways. Feel the chill of the cool mountain air. Watch the sun set through the clouds. Visit Jiufen Goldmine, old Shengping Theatre and traditional teahouses with open-air roof terraces for dining, tea drinking. Look up at the moon and stars in the quiet of the night. 

From Jiufen, take a Keelung bus heading to “Keelung”. The journey takes about 40 mins. Bus fare: NT$45 Alight one stop before Keelung train station and walk about 10 mins. Turn right into Aisih Rd. When in doubt, just ask any one for directions.
Forumers tip on getting off at 7/11 and walking down the steps is great too in Jioufen(No energy to walk up-did I mention something about getting old!!) 
Buy Tai yang bing, muah chee, tie dan (metal eggs) here.However, do this last before your return trip otherwise, once down, following the road out is residential area and leads to a large temple. There is a bus stop outside for buses that heads to Rueifang ,Keelung or Taipei.Good to eat here first in Jioufen then walk it off before heading to Keelung
Miaokow where you will also find lots of lovely local food as well. In Keelung,getting to Miaokow: Getting off the bus, walk back passed the Sea (Keelung River??)all the way to the otherside to the Macdonalds. Passing the shops in that street, Miaokow is on your left at the First Junction. Not difficult to find. From Keelung Station you just cross the Street and walk along the Sea ......

Keelung Night Market 基隆庙口夜市 (After 8pm) Jīlóng Shì
Taipei Main Station 台北车站 -> Keelung Train Station 基隆车站 (appox. 50mins) -> Turn right -> Walk straight and you can see MacDonald -> Turn right -> First cross junction turn left (Do Visit Lee-hu Pastry Shop (李鵠餅店) OR

Taipei Main Station 台北车站 -> Keelung Train Station 基隆车站 (appox. 50mins) -> Turn right -> Walk straight and you can see MacDonald -> Walk the underpass -> Walk Straight

A search on TRA website new.twtraffic.com.tw/TWRail_EN/index.aspx shows the last train as follows: 

DRC 2557 (local train) Keelung to Hsinchu 

Departing Keelung at 2223 hrs. Arriving Taipei at 2308 hrs (Travel time: 45mins) Fare: About NT$50 (Check last train from website as timing may change)

You can also take a Guo Kuang express bus from Keelung bus station (at Keelung train station) to Taipei Bus Terminal East Station. Frequency: 10 to 15 mins. Last bus leaves Keelung at 2300 hrs. Bus fare NT$51 Travelling time: 50 mins

Guo Kuang bus website: http://www.kingbus.com.tw
Check this map on the location of Taipei Bus Terminal East Station: home.trtc.com.tw/INFO92/Lmap.asp?SID=051
To get from Miaokou back to Taipei, walk to the train station (the harbor should be on your right as you walk back to the train station) and take a train to Taipei Station.

The bus from Jiufen to Keelung is quite long and the bus stop to alight for Miaokou is not that obvious. Think it's best to ask the driver to tell you when the bus reaches the stop. From that stop, walk across the bridge and you will see Miaokou. The Keelung train station is not very near Miaokou. It's near the river and also next to a 7-11 and burger king.
Beitou

BeitouHotSprings (MRT:XingBeiTou)

• Beitou hot Spring Museum- 9-5pm free

Alight at xin beitou station. There is hotspring info counter there....for private usage I recommend:

1) Asia Pacific: http://www.apresort.com.tw
2) Spring resort: http://www.springresort.com.tw/

Both offer hourly shuttle svc fm xin beitou mrt. Personally i've tried asia pac, they're one of the few operators that have outdoor private tubs, not so stuffy & the one I took the tub is not like those bathtub but a natural rock-surrounded pool in the ground....plus they provide 1hr free usage of public pools if you take the private tubs, best of both worlds! 

Can try Sweetme: http://www.sweetme.com.tw/ also...exterior looks very posh, walking distance from mrt. Depends on your feel, spring and sweetme is more posh modern whereas asia pacific has quite big grounds with very natural resort feel....


http://www.sweetme.com.tw/ also...exterior looks very posh, walking distance from mrt. Depends on your feel, spring and sweetme is more posh modern whereas asia pacific has quite big grounds with very natural resort feel....

I have tried Sweetme... Nice and modernise hotspring...
When you step out of Xin Beitou, turn right with your back facing the station. Walk past a Watson, cross a mini street, and "Sui Mei" is just in front.


Beitou area: Below hotspring resorts provide shuttle service at Xin Bei Tou and/or Bei Tou station. There is also a tourist centre at Xin Bei Tou station which you can ask more.
Spring Resort - One of the bigger or biggest hotspring operator in beitou area. Good choice for those who less keen on going "nudie" as they have a big public outdoor hotspring area, mixed sexes, which you have to wear swimsuit.
Asia Pacific Resort - My favourite in Beitou. Very relaxing and spacious place. Recommend their private open-air rooms with natural rock pool in the ground, instead of tub. Public hotspring not so recommended since they only have nude indoors & the area is not very big, plus they will throw in a free hr there if you take the private rooms.


HIGH END - Spring Resort (春天) – No.18 You Ya Rd. Peitou Tel: (02) 2897-5555
SPA TYPE - Sweetme (水美) – 224, Guangming Rd., Beitou Chiu Tel: (02) 2898-3838
I-Tsun - No.140, Wenchuan Rd., Hsin Peitou, Taipei. Tel: (02) 2891-2121

** Directions to go: 
Beitou - Take Danshui Line, get off at branch line Xinbeitou Stn. 
head straight up Zhongshan Rd- Beitou Park. Hot springs Inn/resorts around area 
Beitou hot Spring Museum - 9-5pm free 
Beitou Hot Spring: 
*Open Air Hot Spring - 6 Zhongshan rd cheapest outdoor spar NT40 several mixed sex pool 830-1115am /12-245pm 
*Longnai hot spring inn - 244 Guangming rd - oldest traditional Jap bathhouses, basic separate male/female indoor stone baths NT70 per hr, NT40 towel 
~white shack like hut 6.30am-9pm 
Danshui - Xinbeitou -> Beitou -> Danshui stn 
"Ximen MRT to Taipei Main station > less than 2 mins
" 
Taipei Main station to Danshui > approximately 40 mins 

Fisherman Wharf - Take MRT to 淡水站 Danshui Stn and transfer bus Red 26 or ferry

Danshui will be a good idea. You can shop around Danshui Lao Jie in the day, and drop by Fisherman’s Wharves in the evening, where the Lovers’ Bridge is. From there, perhaps you can take the MRT to Jiantan for Shilin Night Market that you cannot miss! This will last you for the whole night!


For Danshui and Yu Ren Ma tou (fishermens wharf) aka lovers bridge, would advise you to visit around sunset... GREAT to take romantic pics..wait for it to turn dark as the bridge will then be lighted up.. the danshui old street is something like a night market. so it's advisable to go there at night also..

Fisherman's Wharf 渔人码头
Danshui Station 淡水 -> Along the river, you can buy the ferry ticket (Produced easycard & get discount or transfer bus Red 26 from interchange (Directions on where to board the bus, are given at the station)

i went to hotspring at 9.. yup.. at beitou.. take to taipei main station and change to danshui line to beitou and change to xinbeitou.. the place is not reallii ulu.. i dun rec u go yang ming shan at night.. i heard have to travel and walk there.. best to go in the afternoon for yang ming shan.. beitou got alot of hotspring resort.. but i think best is to ask the resort wad kind of water they using and wad colour it is.. cos i think tt time mine was clear and i think got cheated.. it should be white/green /red with a sulphur smell( like rotten eggs)..
sunset starts around 6 to 7.. tt y advisable to go there around 3 to 4.. eat first.. there got lots of good food.. then go to the fisherman wharf...

go hotspring they will give u 1 towel and i locker. but i got bring my own towel too.
follow the steps
1 take a short bath with warm hotspring water (dun use the pool water)
2 den slowly put in ur leg to the hot pool. let ur body adapt to the temp 1st
3 finally when u r ready, whole body go into the hot pool quickly.
4 u will feel like burning at 1st but eventually feel very shiok and relax.
5 do not stay in the pool for more than 10mins! else u will feel very giddy if u r the type who fall sick easily.
6 when u get out of the hot pool, drink some water to replenish the water lost during dehydration.
7 ur pores should be all open up by then, go into the small room to enjoy the steam
8. do not wipe away the hot spring water on ur body, let it dry naturally.
9 the steam in the room will make u perspire. forcing dirty substances out of ur body and let hot spring mineral seed into ur skin.
10 after 10-15mins come out of the room, drink some water, rest a while and prepare ur self for the cold pool!
11 same as hot pool, leg 1st den body in quickly
12 the cold water will close all ur pores.
13 u will have the itchy or burning feeling if u go in too fast after dipping in hot pool
14 u can press the button and stream of strong warm/cool water will flow from the top
15 use the force of the water for free massaging on ur back
16 when u have enough of cold pool, go take a rest
17 ready for 2nd round! hehe
18 by the time u go for 3rd round, u will feel tired and lost too much water from ur body. but ur skin will feels very smooth and ur whole body relaxed. all the aching from all those shopping gone in a flash. 
19 3 rds took ard 1.30 to 2hrs. go for danshui laojie to eat after that. just nice to kill the hunger.
20 but i sweat while strolling in danshui cos the weather is hot! but now autumn is finally setting into taiwan so expect strong winds and cool temp.

Beitou Hot Spring Museum

http://english.taipei.gov.tw/culture/index.jsp?recordid=7543
Name Beitou Hot Spring Museum (originally the Beitou Hot Spring Baths) 
Hours of operation 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Tuesdays through Sundays. Closed Mondays and national holidays. 
Contact information 
Telephone: (02) 2893-9981 Fax: (02) 2893-9984 
Web site http://peitoumuseum.culture.gov.tw/ 
Address #2, ZhongShan Road, Beitou District, Taipei City 
Transportation 
Rapid Transit: 
Take either the Nanshijiao line or the Xindian line, disembarking at Beitou Station, and transfer to the New Beitou branch line, disembarking at New Beitou station. Bus: Lines 216, 218, 218 (Aux), 223 or 266; New Beitou bus stop

DanShui River
MRT to DanShui. Opposite of the MRT Stn, is the 淡水老街. we had our 清粥小菜 there. Plenty of shopping to be done. In fact, we spent almost 2 hours at the Old Street, with plenty of loots.
To get to the famous Danshui Wharf, you can take a designated bus at the bus station, or hitch a cab. Cab fare is NT$150. Bus fare is NT$15 per pax.

At DanShui Wharf, you'll see the beautiful white lovers' bridge (情人桥). Its nice to take pics during day time. For nite, can dine alfresco at one of the building, overlooking the river (almost sea).

the bus ride from DanShui MRT to the Fisherman Wharf is abt 10 mins ride.

The 淡水老街 is just opposite the train stn, and has lots of shops ard for shopping and eating.

 Danshui night market (go to the one opp the mrt instead of the boat quay like one.) there's lots of food and things to shop! about 2-4 streets worth of stuff.


At the Wharf, you should be able to see the Lovers' Bridge.

. i really liked danshui, we spent close to 5 hours there but still did not have time to go to the fisherman's wharf because we were following the itinerary's timing too closely and there are many many things to see/do/eat over there. buy all the "tu chan" like pineapple cakes from there, it's much cheaper! haha.. and if you have the chance, you can go to this cafe at the danshui night market (the shops are open in the day but the stalls come out in the evening)which is across the road from the mrt, it's called little italy (i think). the food is very good and cheap! for S$4-6+ you can get a set meal with free drink and soup

Maybe u can add the Fisherman's Wharf (淡水漁人碼頭) - Danshui station, change a small red 26 bus to fisherman wharf , see the Lover's bridge light up @ 7pm and sunset. 

u can take a ferry or bus (Bus no. Red-26, at dan shui bus terminal) to get to fisherman wharf (less than 30mins ride)
Jiufen is not near to danshui
to get to jiufen u got to take TRAIN (Not MRT) to rueifang (瑞芳) Train station from Taipei main train station,
when u reached rueifang train station, cross the road to the opp bus stop & take bus to jiufen,
total journey is abt 1hr (from taipei to jiufen). 

u can go to jiufen in the morning & back by late afternoon to cover danshui & fisherman wharf.
if u wan to catch sunset then do check the sunset timing.. nothing much at fisherman wharf except that lover bridge...

Went over to Fisherman's Wharf (take Red 26) to watch the sunset. It was absolutely breathtaking. Must go. The sun sets at around 630 to 645pm. But recommended to go earlier a little to chope a place on the Lover's Bridge to take pics. Then should wait for the Bridge to be light up before leaving. Can have dinner there (alot of restaurants), but we didnt manage to as my friend fell ill and we left early.

How to go to Fisherman Wharf from Danshui ? Take bus 26 from the interchange next to Danshui station. (On the right when you come out of danshui station)

(I suggest you take a boat from Danshui to Fisherman's. It is definitely worth it. Then take bus back to Danshui Old street for dinner.)

will take prob at 45 mins to reach Danshui from Taipei Main Station. 
Try to reach Danshui at around 4pm, cos u need to take a bus from Danshui station to reach Fisherman wharf, prob abt 15 mins ride. After u reach, can go take some photos at the bridge or buy some snacks there.
We took the ferry to go out, can see sunset around 6pm....the ferry ride cost us about $180 per pax (can bargain), interesting ride i must say.

along the Danshui riverside there will be alot of booths that sell ferry tickets to fisherman's wharf. but mainly from 2 companies only. you can just get it from there. the ferries leave like every 15mins. its a small platform only actually but you won't miss it cos most of the booths centre there.

Afternoon can proceed to Danshui (danshui mrt station) and walk around Lao jie. Try the famous 40 year old danshui fishball stall. And also Ah Gei (beancurd skin stuffed with vermicilli). Buy Ah Po Tie Dan, Xu Yi's Yu Su. Here got many things to eat - di gua qiu (fried sweet potato balls), grilled cuttlefish (buy from the stall near the mrt station), etc. Then around 5pm, can go the bus interchange (beside danshui mrt) to take Blue 26 bus to Fisherman's Wharf. Go there see sunset, take photos of Lovers' Bridge. Can have your dinner there too if you like. 

ALso try the beancurd in ginger soup + sweet potato and yam balls in the same shop. At Jiufen, can buy muah chees and tai yang bing. Then can either take bus or cab down to Keelung Miao Kou. At Miao Kou, ask people for the way to Li Gu shop. They sell very very nice Feng Li Su (pineapple tart). Try the glutinous rice at Miao Kou too, very yummy!

danshui - oso alot of things to buy there, quite nice, wz good sea view and breeze! take a look at the birkenstock boutique there. gd selection n excellent service! (to the right of the sea) -- walk straight down the street selling all the food. the shop is on the left. oso can buy alot of 'tie dan' there... must buy the pineapple tarts! (feng li su) i regret not buying!!!!! vcos on the flight back, they have this as a snack wz the meal n its soooooooooooooo delicious!!!

Dan shui was a surprising place... when we came out of the station.. it looked qte dead and gloomy... but as we walked down.. (isntead of taking bus R26 str away to yu ren ma tou) we discovered another noisy and crowded area... something like ye shi.. we had the famous ice-cream, ah ma suan mei dang, fishball.. Yu ren ma tou was v beautiful and romantic .. haha! Only regret is not eating ah gei.. The original authentic stall was closed after we climbed up that stupid steep hill to find it.. (Closed at 3pm ~ we reached at 4 plus)

Danshui station – shuttle Red 26-Hongmao castle (close on Monday) – Lover’s Bridge - (Best to view Sunset but no sun that day); Fishermen’s wharf (before the sun sets, catch a ferry over to yurenmatou) 100 for return trip ; Fisherman's wharf walking area is a boarding point on the Northern Coast Blue Highway, as well as a new Danshui tourist attraction. Convenient communications, green lawns, trails, the white lover bridge & eating place – Danshui Historic street

Alternative: Guandu station – shuttle Red 13 or boat – Bali left bank park – shisanhang museum – danshui historic street is a bustlng old street integrating ncient relics with delicious foods. eg.Delicious fishball, Ah Gei Oldshop, A Xiang shrimp rolls, Xuyi Fish crisp, A-Ma sour plum soup, Xinjiancheng, sansi cheng

( Danshui, yu ren ma tou (1st is take the bus no 26 from Tamshui MRT station or 2nd is to take their ferry which cost NT$40...)
( Dan Shui lao jie (Take Bus Red 26)

Danshui - Took bus at Danshui Mrt station to Yu Ren Ma Tou, some locals told me can walk there, i think u will not ever reach there. Take their shuttle bus in, its the last stop, bus ride abt 15 to 20 mins. Can try getting a ride on their ferry to bring u to Danshui waters, very windy enjoyable ride.

Proceed to Danshui Lao Jie (Go in the late afternoon. Journey takes about 40 to 45 mins by train from XMD station. The place to buy local products such as muah chee, guo dong & etc. Recommended to try “yu su” aka fish crackers) and “Ah Gei” fishballs.
Take bus/ferry to Fisherman’s Wharf and Lover’s Bridge (Take bus no. 26 from the interchange at Danshui. Exit from the right in Danshui MRT station. Journey takes about 10-15mins. Stop at Fisherman’s Wharf. Lover’s bridge is at Fisherman’s Wharf. Best time to go is sunset.)

). Afternoon can proceed to Danshui (danshui mrt station) and walk around Lao jie. Try the famous 40 year old danshui fishball stall. And also Ah Gei (beancurd skin stuffed with vermicilli). Buy Ah Po Tie Dan, Xu Yi's Yu Su. Here got many things to eat - di gua qiu (fried sweet potato balls), grilled cuttlefish (buy from the stall near the mrt station), etc. Then around 5pm, can go the bus interchange (beside danshui mrt) to take Blue 26 bus to Fisherman's Wharf. Go there see sunset, take photos of Lovers' Bridge. Can have your dinner there too if you like. 


Danshui & Fisherman Wharf for sunset (can reach there in time fr keelung?) I THINK the foodstalls at Miaokou open after 5pm. Why don't you go to danshui in the afternoon.. then proceed to fisherman's wharf.. THEN you go to keelung. There should be a bus from danshui to keelung. ?) Nope! I don't think so. It is impossible as Miaokou opens at 5.30pm to 6pm and you have to reach Danshui by 6pm. I suggest you rearrange your itenenary again.
How to go to Fisherman Wharf from Danshui ? Take bus 26 from the interchange next to Danshui station. (On the right when you come out of danshui station) (I suggest you take a boat from Danshui to Fisherman's. It is definitely worth it. Then take bus back to Danshui Old street for dinner.)

MRT to Danshui Station -( turn left. you will see those food carts.. walk along that street.. it's called Dan Shui Old Street (Laojie)
 In front of Danshui( station, turn right, take bus 26 (red) or free shuttle 15mins ride to Fisherman’s Wharf to catch sunset – 5p.m and Lovers’ Bridge (lights up at 7pm)
Danshui Laojie.. you will spend more than an hour (if you are like us, stop to buy snacks, take photos, etc etc). Then you still need to go Fisherman's Wharf.. their sunset sometimes quite early... 6+.. so you have to reach there in time. 
Next, Danshui and Hou Shan Pi are at two separate ends of the mrt lines. By the time you get to Wufenpu, shops already close, sweetie. As far as I know, the shops there don't close very late, plus u will need easily 3 hours to shop there.
Went over to Fisherman's Wharf (take Red 26) to watch the sunset. It was absolutely breathtaking. Must go. The sun sets at around 630 to 645pm. But recommended to go earlier a little to chope a place on the Lover's Bridge to take pics. Then should wait for the Bridge to be light up before leaving. Can have dinner there (alot of restaurants)

Maybe u can add the Fisherman's Wharf (淡水漁人碼頭) - Danshui station, change a small red 26 bus to fisherman wharf , see the Lover's bridge light up @ 7pm and sunset. Couples' place.

to go fisherman wharf, you need to take mrt to dan shui station then take a bus outside the chinese restaurant at dan shui station...

How much time is required for Danshui?
prob around 3 to 4 hours? u can go to danshui old street to grab some food first, try the AH MA GU ZAO BING, its some icecream thats really different! there are many food stalls here so take your time to try them out.. after which i suggest u can take a ferry over to the fisherman wharf by 5 plus so u can take some pictures and even have a portrait done! its about NT100..rather cute. but be prepared for people standing around gawking at you! the sun sets around 6pm and the Lover's Bridge will light up at 630... so stay around to view it!

Dan Shui Lao Jie is right outside the Dan Shui station right? No need to take any bus?
No need.. come out of the exit.. follow the crowd and walk.. iirc, it's on the right side of the station (facing the sea). left side is the bus interchange where you can take bus to fisherman's wharf.

From danshui, you can either take bus 26 or take a ferry across to fisherman's wharf. Can see sunset there and wait for lovers' bridge to light up at 7pm.

take the ferry is faster than taking bus, ferry takes like less than 10mins but by bus ard 20mins.

yup that's right... ferry across i think only about 10 min? 
and there's no train to lovers' bridge.. there's bus instead from the interchange beside danshui mrt station.. bus ride about 20 mins or so. if you wanna reach lovers bridge about 5pm, probably go to danshui around 2+ 3pm? spend 1.5 to 2 hours there then go over fisherman's wharf.
Fisherman's Wharf 渔人码头
Danshui Station 淡水 -> Along the river, you can buy the ferry ticket (Produced easycard & get discount or transfer bus Red 26 from interchange (Directions on where to board the bus, are given at the station)

Lover's Bridge 情人桥 - (Best to view Sunset) 
Danshui Station 淡水 @ Fisherman's Wharf
you can get the ferry tickets for fisherman's wharf from the booths they have along the seaside, near the ferry area and you can buy to and fro. their tickets have no timing and the ferry comes like every 15mins.

dansui you can try and be there ard late afternoon, take the ferry to fisherman's wharf ard 6? but in sept their sunset might be earlier. fisherman's wharf just walk along their ferry terminal area to look ard, nothing much to see and the bridge lights up ard 7- 7.15pm. but if early can go into one for their cafes for tea or coffee and see the view also quite relaxing.
Wu Lai

http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/feat/archives/2007/01/05/2003343532/print

Here are a few select Wulai hot springs bathhouses: 

Cloud Spring Garden (雲頂溫泉行館), Xi Rou An Road, #45 (台北縣烏來鄉西羅岸路45號) (02) 2661-7755. People bathe naked in outdoor pools (NT $500, swimsuits not permitted), a private indoor spring costs NT $1200 for 1.5 hours.

Hall Yard Resort (花月溫泉館), Wenchuen Street, #39 (台北縣烏來鄉溫泉街39號) (02) 2661-7779. NT $1500 for a large private room, NT $1200 for a small room. Note: Not affiliated with Hall Yard Resort in Beitou.

Pause Landis Hotel (璞石麗緻溫泉會館), Yanti Road, #61 (台北縣烏來鄉忠治村堰堤路61號) (02) 2661-8000. NT $1800/hr for an indoor spring, $2500 for an outdoor spring. 10% discount for use not during weekends or holidays.

Spring Park Urai Spa & Resort (春秋烏來渡假酒店), NT $850 per private room (one person) or NT $1200 for a large room for one hour. A one-night stay will set you back around NT $14,000 (US $420.00). Yanti Road, #3 (台北縣烏來鄉堰堤3號) (02) 2661-6555

You can always opt for Wulai Free Bathhouse (烏來免費溫), across the bridge from Wulai Historic Street (烏來老街), down the stairs on your left after crossing the road. Swimsuits required. 

Take the MRT train to Sindian. Once you alight, exit the station and on your right you see the yellow tourist booth. Just behind that booth is a bus stop. Wait for a bus that reads Wulai. It takes about an hour to travel up the mountain to Wulai. I went there for the hotspring. There are lotsa of them over there. Some posh and WOW! , while some are basic ones in an enclosed room. It all depends on your budget and preference. Cheers!

Board MRT (not railway) trains to Xindian Station (terminal stop) and transfer to a Xindian Bus for Wulai (bus terminal stop). Bus fare: NT$40 Travel time: About 35 to 45 mins. The small train (tram or push-cart as it is sometimes called) station at Wulai is located at the end of Wulai Old Street. The trams bring visitors to within walking distance to the 80m high waterfall only. Tram ride costs NT$50 (each way) Tram ride takes about 5 mins. If you do not want to ride the tram, you can walk along Waterfall Rd from tram station to the waterfall (about 1.6 km) in 20 to 25 mins. The cable car (gondola) station to Yun Hsien Paradise (Amusement Park) is located near the waterfall area.

Besides enjoying a soak in Wulai hot springs (both indoors and outdoors by the riverside), take a ride on the tram to the 80m high waterfall. See cherry blossoms (till mid April) around the vicinity of the waterfall. Ride on the 382m long gondola (cable car), bringing you 164m up to Yun Hsien Paradise (Amusement Park). 

Go hiking in Neidong forest recreation area. Admission Charge: NT$80 Opening hrs: 0800 to 1700 hrs

Bus from Wulai bus stop (infrequent – three times per day at 0630, 1230 & 1700 hrs) "Xinxian Qun" 信 賢 村 or spelled “ Hsinhsian” route. Return to Wulai bus station 30 mins after departure. Xindian Bus Co Tel: (02) 26660678 Wulai bus station Tel: (02) 29188830  Taxi: About NT$600 (return)  See Atayal aborigine culture performance (NT$200 for about 40-mins duration). At Wulai Old Street, you can buy local products, handicrafts, taste aborigine food including Makino bamboo rice, millet wine, glutinous millet cake, muachee, roasted boar meat and Ma-kou (pepper) used in aborigine cooking. Visit Wulai Atayal Museum: http://www.atayal.tpc.gov.tw

Hi, if you’re fond of trekking then the hike from Old Street to the path that runs to the cable car area would be ideal, there’s a nice view of the waterfall along the way and city dwellers really appreciate the cleaner air. However, some of the hike may be a tad steep, so if you’re not inclined to hiking then the “tourist train” (烏來觀光台車) (scenic train) (NT $50) would be a better option. 

You’ll have to climb about a hundred stairs to reach the cable car station, the stairs are red, small and the climb is steep. The cable car ride and a visit to Dreamland (雲仙樂園), a small amusement park within a resort open 8:30 am to 5 pm (NT $220/150 students) (02) 2661-6386, is worth the trek. The cable car ticket covers admission to the theme park. Many of the rides at the resort are smaller and somewhat older compared with the newer, more exciting ones at Leofoo, but it’s a much smaller amusement park. There’s a pond in which visitors can paddle around and go under a nearby bridge, and the colossal carp are always fun to see. Kids appreciate the aboriginal wooden statues for taking funny pictures. Some of the rides are free, but those are things one might see at a park, like a large rope hanging from a tree. You would have to pay to use the better ones. 

There’s a swimming pool for hotel guests which opens June 1st from 9 am to 9 pm. I wouldn’t recommend the “aboriginal” culture show as some of the dancers I spoke with after the show were not, in fact, aboriginals, and the adult ticket cost NT $500 when I had visited recently, somewhat pricey for the thirty-minute attraction. There are also ample finger foods (sandwiches, popcorn) and drinks available for reasonable prices, but you’d be remiss not to try some of the outstanding smoked sausages and bamboo foods which the town is famous for. To find out more about the hotel here’s the link in English:

http://www.yun-hsien.com.tw/en/hotel_all.htm 

Here are a few select Wulai hot springs bathhouses: 

Cloud Spring Garden (雲頂溫泉行館), Xi Rou An Road, #45 (台北縣烏來鄉西羅岸路45號) (02) 2661-7755. People bathe naked in outdoor pools (NT $500, swimsuits not permitted), a private indoor spring costs NT $1200 for 1.5 hours. http://www.cloudspring.com.tw/

Hall Yard Resort (花月溫泉館), Wenchuen Street, #39 (台北縣烏來鄉溫泉街39號) (02) 2661-7779. NT $1500 for a large private room, NT $1200 for a small room. Note: Not affiliated with Hall Yard Resort in Beitou.

Pause Landis Hotel (璞石麗緻溫泉會館), Yanti Road, #61 (台北縣烏來鄉忠治村堰堤路61號) (02) 2661-8000. NT $1800/hr for an indoor spring, $2500 for an outdoor spring. 10% discount for use not during weekends or holidays. http://www.pauselandis.com.tw/english/e_hot-spring.htm
Spring Park Urai Spa & Resort (春秋烏來渡假酒店), NT $850 per private room (one person) or NT $1200 for a large room for one hour. A one-night stay will set you back around NT $14,000 (US $420.00). Yanti Road, #3 (台北縣烏來鄉堰堤3號) (02) 2661-6555.

http://www.springparkhotel.com.tw/


Buses run frequently from Xindian Station to Wulai, when I was there recently they departed approximately every thirty to forty minutes from the parking lot, easy to find, queue for the bus that says (烏來-Xindian-Taipei Main Station). If you use an Easy Card to board the bus in Xindian bring an additional NT $25 in coins to drop into the fare box. 

You'll find an excellent review of the resort here: tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g664843-d945… 

Hi All you need to know about the Gondola operation hours and then some: http://gondola.trtc.com.tw/english.asp
Tue. ~ Fri. : 9:00 ~ 22:00  Weekends and National Holidays : 8:30 ~ 22:00  Closed on Monday for maintenance.

The Wulai cable car begins operating at 7:30 am and the last one departs at 10 pm. You can find more information about the cable car and resort in general on the official website, here's the English version: http://www.yun-hsien.com.tw/en/car_all.htm

MRT XINDIAN STATION TO WULAI:

MRT 

Xindian Station has only one exit. 

360 Virtual Tour of the MRT Xindian Exit area:

Go to

http://www.trtc.com.tw/e/
and click on Metro Mosaic - "More".

The exit of MRT Xindian can be recognized by the green sign above it. Turn left upon exiting and you'll see some parked buses; turn right and you'll see a road、some bus stops and maybe some taxis waiting curbside. The bus to Wulai will come down this road and stop at the curb、while the cabbies will likely try to talk you into taking their cab (sometimes "shared ride") into Wulai.

When viewing the MRT Xindian map below、we have to tilt our heads to the right o-: because north is toward the right of the computer screen while south is toward the left. 

home.trtc.com.tw/INFO92/ebig.asp?SID=033
Both the MRT and Wulai bus will come down Beixin Rd.、the MRT underground (indicated by the pale blue line) and the bus above ground、of course. The MRT line terminates at Xindian Station、while the bus will continue on Beiyi Rd. toward the hills of Wulai.

The sign on the bus will show in Chinese characters 台北 - 烏來 (Taipei - Wulai) or something similar. 

The route and a photo of the bus can be viewed here:

yoyonet.biz/egoing/…01-1.htm
* Sit on the right side (door side) of the bus for the best view going into Wulai

* Alight at the last stop (parking lot) for the old street, spas & tram

* As you can see from the map, on the return trip the bus stops before the MRT station comes into full view, so pls do take notice when a lot of passengers alight all of a sudden.

* EasyCard can't be used from the section from Xindian to Wulai, as far as I'm aware


Since you guys are talking about the Spring Resort Ural, like to share my experience. We took the 1 hour hotspring package at the Spring Resort. It is not just a tub with hot spring water, it is a well-decorated and cozy huge room ( for SGP, size of HDB 5 room living room) that comes with a toilet, bathing area, cold and hot spring that you can soak yourself. Full height glass window overlooking the green wulai river below. 

Can say it was my most luxurious hotspring for me. The 1 hour rate is acceptable and you can take the package that comes with lunch after the hotsping session. But if you intend to stay there for a nite, the rooms comes with hotspring. The entire hotel is very classy and modern. Just that the rates are quite steep for the 1 nite accomdation stay...

I did visit the wulai waterfall. But by walking 20mins or so, cos the tram had some technical problem and was close.

How i got there? Train (our MRT) from Taipei Railway Stn --> SinDian ---> Bus from Sindian to Wulai

The bus stop is just behind the Tourist Information booth on the right side of the train station when you exit.

 

Wulai - colorless & odorless, known as "beauty pool" 美人湯 (literally "beauty soup") for its effects on the skin; quite easy to reach by public transportation; scenery okay~good

Transportation: From outside MRT Xindian Station, take a "Taipei-Wulai" bus to the last stop, "Wulai", where the parking lot, "old street" and many of the hot spring spas are located. The bus has a sign above the windshield with 台北-烏來 on it, in Chinese----I believe it's a white sign w/ blue lettering. (As Xindian Bus Co. 新店客運 has many routes、you need to look for the characters 烏來 on the sign. Xindian Bus is white & blue.) 

In addition to the charge from your EasyCard, you may be required to pay extra, due to the distance of Wulai, so do have some change on hand. For the best view when heading into Wulai, sit on the right side of the bus (the door side).

On the return trip, the bus stop to alight at is located slightly before MRT Xindian Station comes into full view, so pls be aware----many people should be alighting at that stop, so you'll know......but if you miss your stop, don't worry, as the bus follows the same route as the MRT all the way to MRT Taiwan Univ. Hospital Station-Taipei Station.


- Spa locations in Wulai: Wulai spas are located along the route from Xindian to Wulai (such as Spring Park Urai and Pause Landis); up in the mountains of inner Wulai (not accessible by Wulai bus); and in the area around Wulai old street (such as Full Moon Spa).

- More transportation info for Wulai: If you prefer not to do an MRT-bus transfer and don't mind a long bus ride, you can board the Wulai bus at its first stop, on Gongyuan Rd. northbound, located between MRT Taiwan Univ. Hospital Station Exit 3 and Qingdao W. Rd.:

home.trtc.com.tw/INFO92/ebig.asp?SID=050
Chances of getting a seat are better if you board on Gongyuan Rd. than at MRT Xindian Station.

- Taxi's waiting outside MRT Xindian will offer to take you to your Wulai spa for a fixed rate (about NT500). The driver may ask strangers also headed for Wulai to share-a-ride in order to split the fare; if you're not comfortable with this, tell him you'd prefer to pay the entire fare yourself.


Estimated time for bus travel from Gongyuan Rd. to Wulai: 1 hr.~1 hr. 10 min. (Gongyuan Rd. > MRT Xindian: 40 min. + MRT Xindian > Wulai: 30 min.)

Estimated time for MRT + bus travel from MRT Taipei Main Station to Wulai: 50 min.~1 hr. (MRT Taipei Main Station > MRT Xindian: 20 min. + transfer time + MRT Xindian > Wulai: 30 min.)

WULAI SPAS:

Full Moon Spa - http://www.fullmoonspa.com.tw/
(Located in the Wulai "old street"/bus terminus area, recommended by hot spring fans that I know)

Pause Landis - http://www.pauselandis.com.tw/
Spring Park Urai - http://www.springparkhotel.com.tw/
(Probably the 2 most luxurious spas in Wulai, located along the route from Xindian to Wulai)

Wulai Spring - http://www.wulai-spring.com.tw/
(10-min. walk from Wulai bus terminus; free shuttle available)

Sun Moon Light - http://www.sunmoonlighthotspring.com.tw/
("Sister spa" of Full Moon Light, located along the road from Xindian to Wulai)

Rice - http://rice-hot-spring.network.com.tw/
(Overlooks Wulai old street area) 

Sky Life Spring - http://www.skylifespring.com.tw/
(Located along the Xindian-Wulai route; shuttle service available)


Re Spring Park Urai:

- Reservations are not required for day use of private rooms 

- Public (general) pools at Spring Park Urai are "ladies only" and "men only"、which means you have to go "au naturel"

- Children under age 12 are permitted to use only the private rooms and not the public pools

- No overnight guests under age 12

Current day spa rates:

www.springparkhotel.com.tw/hotnews/index.html
Transportation: Taipei-Wulai bus; alight at 堰堤 "Yenti" stop.

Basically, there are three different kinds of hotspring facilities.

The first kind is public open-air spa which often includes water therapy ( massage pool, foot releasing pool, back releasing pool, jet pool...), children pool, and herbal pool... 

People should wear swimsuits and swimming caps when enjoying open-air spa. This kind of hotspring pool is cheaper than two others and there is no time restriction for people to enjoy open-air and public spa.

The second kind is hotspring house. You book a your own room for 1, 1.5 or 2hrs. Basically, in the hotspring house, there are one bed and two pools which one is hot pool and another is cool pool, however, sometimes there is only one hotspring pool and no bed in the house. This second kind of hotspring facility is the most expensive.

The third is public naked hotspring spa which includes female naked spa and male naked spa. There is also no time restriction like first one and you can enjoy it until you'd like to leave. You do not need to wear swimsuits but there are no or less hydrotherapy facilities . The price of public naked hot spring is often among the two others.

I have not been to Full Moon at Wulai. However, in Wulai, some hotspring spa and house have stream and mountain view and some have no view. It is very important for you to confirm with the hotel in advance. 

If you book a hotspring house, you have your own room, nobody esle will come in. There are bathrooms in most hot spring houses. Usually, hotels will offer water or some drinks for you and I do not suggest that you eat food when bathing in hot spring because it may cause the indigestion.

Take the MRT to XIndian Station, then outside the station by the roadside, catch a "To Wulai 烏來 " bus. (No need to cross any streets to reach the bus stop; just exit the MRT, turn right.) Alight at the last stop, the parking lot, and walk to Wulai old street, where the tram depot for the falls is located. 

A general layout of Wulai (repost):

Lower level - bus terminal; parking lot; old street; hot spring spas; natural riverside hot spring; tram depot (going up)

Mid-level - tram depot (going down); cable car depot (going up); bottom of long stringy nameless "Wulai waterfall" (the one often seen in photos)

Upper level - cable car depot (going down); Yun Hsien Dreamland (not really a must-see、according to the most recent post about it); "top" of stringy waterfall

Inner Wulai - Neidong National Forest Recreation Area (Neidong Waterfalls & hiking trails are inside the gated Forest Recreation Area)、accessible from lower or mid-level Wulai by taxi (about 10~15 min. if traffic is smooth-flowing) 


http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/ShowTopic-g293913-i9546-k1164285-l6994325-How_to_get_to_wulai_falls-Taipei.html#6994325

Unlike most MRT stations、Xindian Station has only one exit. 

360 Virtual Tour of the MRT Xindian Exit area:

Go to

http://www.trtc.com.tw/e/
and click on Metro Mosaic - "More".

The exit of MRT Xindian can be recognized by the green sign above it. Turn left upon exiting and you'll see some parked buses; turn right and you'll see a road、some bus stops and maybe some taxis waiting curbside. The bus to Wulai will come down this road and stop at the curb、while the cabbies will likely try to talk you into taking their cab (sometimes "shared ride") into Wulai.

When viewing the MRT Xindian map below、we have to tilt our heads to the right o-: because north is toward the right of the computer screen while south is toward the left. 

home.trtc.com.tw/INFO92/ebig.asp?SID=033
Both the MRT and Wulai bus will come down Beixin Rd.、the MRT underground (indicated by the pale blue line) and the bus above ground、of course. The MRT line terminates at Xindian Station、while the bus will continue on Beiyi Rd. toward the hills of Wulai.

The sign on the bus will show 台北 - 烏來 or something similar. 

The route and a photo of the bus can be viewed here:

yoyonet.biz/egoing/…01-1.htm
* EasyCard can't be used from the section from Xindian to Wulai, as far as I'm aware

Here r some details abt WuLai U may find helpful too:

• On right side of XinDian MRT Statn, join the queue for the XinDian Bus heading WuLai. 

• Less than TWD50 fare by cash n abt 30 mins up winding roads brings U to WuLai. 

• CC's tip as said: The right side of bus journey has best scenery. 

My tip: If U'r standing facing the left onboard the bus, squeeze thru to face the right side!

WuLai is essentially an Aboriginal Town. As U walk in from Bus terminal, U find Spas & Hot Springs Resorts, Old Street cultural stuff, snacks & souvenirs shopping. 

http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/viewPhoto?uname=shirleyslq&aid=5053598934127632769&iid=5053620181330846994

Moving ahead, U'll find these stops :

• Tram Ride - brings U TWD50 per adult up to Waterfall stop. The Tram stop is after 7-Eleven, which is where the Spa Resorts r located. Old Street, Spas, 7-Eleven r in abt same area. Just as CC has described. 

http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/viewPhoto?uname=shirleyslq&aid=5053598934127632769&iid=5053620314474833202

U need take Tram to get up to Waterfall stop. 

• Waterfall stop

http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/viewPhoto?uname=shirleyslq&aid=5053598934127632769&iid=5053620314474833202


Hi Hippit~ A family (couple + toddler) that I know recommend Full Moon Spa in Wulai for a private room. They're repeat customers at this place. It's located at the "Wulai Bus Terminal" stop.

http://www.fullmoonspa.com.tw/
Bron39~ Sun Moon Light, run by the same owner, is closer to Taipei than most Wulai hot springs (about 20 min. from MRT Xindian Station) and also has outdoor public pools. The bus stop is called "Xui Dao Ko".

http://www.sunmoonlighthotspring.com.tw
Wulai is at a less convenient location and far from downtown, while Beitou is MRT-accessible and therefore saves time. Wulai hot spring waters are clear and odorless; it's known as "beauty pool" as it makes your skin soft and supple.

Directions to Wulai:

1) Just outside MRT Xindian Station, catch a "To Wulai" bus (southbound), or negotiate a price with one of the waiting taxi's that will try to strike a deal for 4 passengers (you may end up with strangers in the taxi, but that's okay).

Return trip: As far as I know, only one bus plies the Wulai route; take any bus that says "To Taipei". Alight at MRT Xindian Station, where many people will be getting off.

2) Board the "To Wulai" bus outside MRT Nat'l Taiwan U. Hospital Station on Gongyuan Rd. (northbound, as it will turn around). / Return: Alight at the same stop, then walk west through 2-28 Peace Park towards Ximending.

I would like to recommend Spring Park Urai Spa and Resort at Wulai.

It has various types of hotspring facilities to choose from. I chose the Luxury Indoor Bathhouse on a weekend. 2persons for 2hours cost NTD2280. The bathhouse is very spacious, with attached toilet, hair drier, mineral water, shampoo and shower cream, etc. There are 2pools in the luxury bathhouse (one cold and one hot). To me, I tink it is worth it with the excellent services and great facilities.

Direction:

- At Hsintien MRT, take Hsintien Bus "Urai-Taipei" route

- get off at the "Urai Yanti" stop which is the second last stop

- It costs at NT$40. The trip will take approx 30 minutes.You may also take a taxi, It will cost around NT$400.The trip will take approx 30 minutes.

- After alighting, walk ahead n you will see the hotel.

Extra info:

- Grand View Bathhouse cost NTD980/h for 2persons, with a pool (hot) and shower

- Luxury Indoor Bathhouse cost NTD1280/h for 2persons, with private toilet, 2 pools (hot and cold)

Website: www.springparkhotel.com.tw
email: fo@springparkhotel.com.tw
pictures: share.shutterfly.com/action/welcome…

The bus trip from MRT Xindian Station to Wulai (Urai) Bus Terminal should take about 40 min. The hotspring spas are located along this route and at the end of the route, Wulai Bus Terminal. As mentioned above, you can also board the Wulai bus NE of 2-28 Peace Park if you don't want to do a transfer from MRT to bus in Xindian. The spas recommended by Rainyh and Nutty, Spring Park Urai and Pause Landis, are the nicest hotspring spas in Wulai.


Hi. I have tried Wulai and Beitou and personally I find Wulai much better. First, the spring water at Wulai is clear and odourless while the water at Beitou has a really strong sulphur smell, making it rather pungent.

Also, the scenery at Wulai is great! There's also a small street where you can try food like "wen quan dan" (hmm..hot spring egg?) and muah chee. It's really peaceful and quaint there. Good for some relaxing after many days of shopping! Also, if you want you can travel to the waterfall. Missed out on that this time but will try to see it the next time I go there.

I thought Wulai was rather far at first but actually from Xi Men Ding, it took only about an hour or slightly more. Take the MRT to Xindian station and a bus which heads to Wulai (don't cross the road, take from outside the station, on your right when you exit the station). Hope this helps. 

board the bus (xindian ke yun - Wulai) from Xindian MRT Stn to the final station at Wulai. Cost NT40 per pax. 

No bus number juz the Chinese characters "Wulai" & don't board the bus to "pinglin" will do......


For food, mainly i ate 'street food' like sausages and muah chee. They have many many small shops along the street but most are selling the same food. For this street, take the bus to the last stop and you would be able to see it.

For the hot spring, I went to Pause Landis. For this hotel, you will have to drop at the second last stop. It's a five-star hotel. Quite a good experience. I chose the package for a private bath for 2 with a hot and cold pool. It's 1.5 hrs and the package cost about SGD 80. After the bath, they do provide a complimentary glass of tomato juice. The cafe has having a one-for-one cake promotion, so we ended up eating cheese cake them too! Really good!

However, from the forum, I heard that Spring Park Urai is also quite good. Both places look quite similar. They are qutie near each other, within walking distance. I think the price is almost the same as Pause Landis as both are 5-star hotels. I would probably try SPring Park Urai for my next trip!

Yes, Caliocat, the water really leaves the skin smooth! I usually have dry skin and supposedly hot water makes the skin dry. I was surprised that my skin din dry up after the hot bath! 

i highly recommend wulai (as gals like beauty soak then threaraputic ones... hahah at least my gals like the one in wulai :))

here are some of our trip photos (ls note the ones esp in wulai)

the hotspring we went to is chun chiu

quote from my post by my gf

"so sorry missed out on the Urai Hot Spring

To get to Wulai, u need to take the MTR to Xindian station then the bus stop is on the right aft u exit from the station (behind the visitor's information centre... u may wish to go there to enquire.... they r really helpful). Take the bus that goes to Wu Lai ( i think it is 40NTD) which is about 40 mins... 

Wulai is the last stop... to get to Urai resort, u have to alight at the bus stop before the last stop which i believe is at the side of some shops... (but it will be quite hard to locate as the stop is before the resort)

what i suggest is u may want to take the bus all the way to the last stop then take a cab to the Urai Springs (cos it will be too far to walk back unless u dun mind...) they dun run by the meter but the driver only charge us i think only abt S$4 (though distance by cab is short) but i find it ok...Urai is actually called Chun Qiu so dun tell the cabdriver Urai cos they might not know... say Chun Qiu and they will know."
I don't know about other hot springs... I went to Spring Park Urai Spa...

If Pause Landis is really SGD80 for two person, private pool (hot and cold), I think it is cheaper than Spring Park.

Quote from my previous reply in the forum:

It has various types of hotspring facilities to choose from. I chose the Luxury Indoor Bathhouse on a weekend. 2persons for 2hours cost NTD2280. The bathhouse is very spacious, with attached toilet, hair drier, mineral water, shampoo and shower cream, etc. There are 2pools in the luxury bathhouse (one cold and one hot). To me, I tink it is worth it with the excellent services and great facilities.

Direction:

- At Hsintien MRT, take Hsintien Bus "Urai-Taipei" route

- get off at the "Urai Yanti" stop which is the second last stop

- It costs at NT$40. The trip will take approx 30 minutes.You may also take a taxi, It will cost around NT$400.The trip will take approx 30 minutes.

- After alighting, walk ahead n you will see the hotel.

Extra info:

- Grand View Bathhouse cost NTD980/h for 2persons, with a pool (hot) and shower

- Luxury Indoor Bathhouse cost NTD1280/h for 2persons, with private toilet, 2 pools (hot and cold)

Website: www.springparkhotel.com.tw
email: fo@springparkhotel.com.tw
You may want to email and ask about the rate again... coz I don't know if it would offer cheaper rate for weekdays.

Bus to Wulai from outside XINDIAN MRT Station. On your return from Wulai, the MRT line goes via Gongguan MRT for their Market which serves mainl Uni Students so sometimes good bargains for girly stuff and Tshirts .Gongguan Market(Exit 4) and the next stop is Taipower MRT stop for the Shida Night Market for food mainly on the same Blue MRT Line.

Here are a few select Wulai hot springs bathhouses: 

Cloud Spring Garden (雲頂溫泉行館), Xi Rou An Road, #45 (台北縣烏來鄉西羅岸路45號) (02) 2661-7755. People bathe naked in outdoor pools (NT $500, swimsuits not permitted), a private indoor spring costs NT $1200 for 1.5 hours.

Hall Yard Resort (花月溫泉館), Wenchuen Street, #39 (台北縣烏來鄉溫泉街39號) (02) 2661-7779. NT $1500 for a large private room, NT $1200 for a small room. Note: Not affiliated with Hall Yard Resort in Beitou.

Pause Landis Hotel (璞石麗緻溫泉會館), Yanti Road, #61 (台北縣烏來鄉忠治村堰堤路61號) (02) 2661-8000. NT $1800/hr for an indoor spring, $2500 for an outdoor spring. 10% discount for use not during weekends or holidays.

Spring Park Urai Spa & Resort (春秋烏來渡假酒店), NT $850 per private room (one person) or NT $1200 for a large room for one hour. A one-night stay will set you back around NT $14,000 (US $420.00). Yanti Road, #3 (台北縣烏來鄉堰堤3號) (02) 2661-6555.

One Beitou spring I’d recommend is Spa World (水都), Guangming Road, #283, Beitou District, Taipei City (台北市北投區光明路 283號) (02) 2897-9060, it’s a ten-minute walk from Xinbeitou Station. Spa tickets cost NT $899/2 hours, a smaller Japanese-style spring costs NT $599/1.5 hours, add NT $100 weekends. 

I’d also suggest Spring City Resort (春天酒店), Youya Road, #18, Beitou District, Taipei City (台北市北投區幽雅路18號) (02) 2897-5555. Spa tickets cost NT $600/hour for a small private room or NT $800 to bathe in the outdoor warm or cold springs (a fantastic experience, to say the least). Outdoors there’s also a fountain and a large spring pool to relax or splash around in.

Just wanted to let you know about trip on Sunday (29 July) to Wulai and to Neidong recreation park. 

Went to MRT Xindian (last stop, then turn right out of station, just past 7-11, two blocks up) and took bus (45NT) to Wulai. Bus journey itself was fab., great views of steep slopes covered in tree ferns and the like. There were some built up areas that were not so picturesque but still great contrast in views going up, up into hills and down, down into valleys.

In Wulai village, did the pedestrian lane itself, wasn't too crowded, very colourful food displays (rice in bamboo, mountain pig....), the local millet liquor on sale, as well as huge choice of spa rooms (but you can join many locals and also have the DIY version yourself down by the river). Didn't stay long enough in the village to see the aboriginal shows which are held a couple of times a day. Many of the railings in the village and outside the village have painted or in some cases carved figures of (I presume) the Atayal people. It is such a simple idea but really adds to the atmosphere of the place.

Needed to stretch my legs so did the walk from the village to Wulai Falls, 80 m drop, stunning. The cable car was in operation to the top of the falls but it looks like the little train is out of action for a while - there appeared to be lots of construction work going on. Did all (couple of kilometres) of the journey on foot, this might be a bit too energetic for some, there are some infrequent buses I believe between Wulai and the Neidong Recreation Park or you could take a taxi (if time is very short). 

The footpath is mostly ok, bit overgrown with weeds, but great views in every direction. If you look at the river, you can see the sun glinting off objects in the water, a little patient inspection reveals many, many freshwater fish that are the source of these sparkles. Family groups were picnicking and having fun at several points but it didn't feel crowded. The place isn't fully tamed, on the road between Wulai and a wooden suspension bridge crossing the river, some huge rocks that had tumbled down the hillside were trapped by the railings, causing them to bulge out!. In another part of the road, a tunnel has been built for protection against a particularly dodgy rockfall area. It is nearly complete (final decoration remaining) and has many quirky stone benches all with their own animal - frog, goat, dog worked into the bench legs. Am curious to know how this will be finally finished off since it would be a pity if only the occasional traveller saw the benches. Watch out for sudden downpours; the aftermath of the rain though, wispy clouds and mist covering the hills was worth getting a little wet for.

From the wooden suspension bridge over the river (Nanshi?), I went on up to Neidong Forest Recreational Park (Entry 80NT). More great scenery at every step, large spiders in webs hanging from trees, strange bird calls that stopped when you got closer. Passed by Luohao Dam on the path. The first part of the route in the park is well paved but it more rustic later on. There are some restrooms along the path also. I did the various levels of the waterfalls, again great views and a little busy but peope were very friendly and the atmosphere relaxed. Above the waterfall is a hiking trail, it is a bit of a long trek (1 hour?) and since the guards want you out of the park by 5 pm, I turned back about 20 minutes from the end. This is really quite rough and ready and I recommend decent shoes and a steady nerve. There is a warning sign for poisonous wasps and snakes so was keeping my eyes firmly on my surroundings. The lower waterfall levels are much more accessible and are great photo opportunities. Even watching some painters try and capture the essence of the falls was itself relaxing.

Perhaps not so many shopping opportunities for those shopaholics among you but really is a great natural day out. Definitely soaked up a lot of those negative ions!


You need to take bus from taipei to Sindian or take MRT to Sindian station. You could take bus from Sindian MRT station to Wulai directly. If you go from Taipei, it totally takes about 2 hrs (including the waiting time for the MRT and bus).

When you arrive Wulai, you could see so many hot springs hotel from the entry. It usually takes an hour for the hot springs. And after walk for 15 mins, you could take the small train to the waterfall. The cable car is also around there. You probably spend another 1.5 ~ 2hrs for back and forth the small train station and waterfall.

I will suggest you to take cab or ask agent to arrange the tour for you if you only have an half day. You could check one website recommend on the internet (www.taiwanshuttle.com)
Once U walk out from XinDian MRT, simply turn right to the bus stop.

Wait n lookout for the bus to WuLai:

http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/taipeialive/FuN/photo?authkey=LsrvCtkGGuw&#5065904975622904738

There'll be crowds of local, fellow travellers & tourists. Bus will stop @ its bus area @ WuLai n all will alight.
U can do more than just enjoying the Hotspring in WuLai. No, the Mini (Tourist) Tram will bring U to the 1st n only stop: the WuLai Waterfalls, the "nearest waterfall" as U wanted it. No need for Cable Car. :)

Here r details abt WuLai in one place for U:

On right side of XinDian Statn, join the queue for the XinDian Bus heading WuLai. Less than TWD50 fare by cash n abt 30 mins up winding roads brings U to WuLai. CC's tip as said: The right side of bus journey has best scenery. My tip: If U'r standing facing the left onboard the bus, squeeze thru to face the right side!

WuLai is essentially an Aboriginal Town. As U walk in from Bus terminal, U find Spas & Hot Springs Resorts, Old Street cultural snacks & souvenirs shopping. 

http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/viewPhoto?uname=shirleyslq&aid=5053598934127632769&iid=5053620181330846994
Moving ahead, U'll find these stops which r the main tourist draws:

• Tram Ride - brings U TWD50 per adult up to Waterfall stop. The Tram stop is after 7-Eleven, which is where the Spa Resorts r located. Old Street, Spas, 7-Eleven r in abt same area.

http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/viewPhoto?uname=shirleyslq&aid=5053598934127632769&iid=5053620314474833202

U need take Tram to get up to Waterfall stop. 

• Waterfall stop

http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/lh/viewPhoto?uname=taipeialive&aid=4985196400383885329&iid=4985196417107230738

• Cable Car stop - take cable car here 220TWD per adult(car ride & Resort entry) to Yun Hsien Resort which Insight City Guide called "Dreamland". U'll see Resort-style of leisure entertainment for adults & kids: yun-hsien.com.tw
• Aborigine Culture Village - around same vicinity as CCar stop.

Aborigine Village is near Cable Car. It's all slopes here n there. Be there n U'll know best. No one can give U detailed directns here.

• Doll Valley / NeiDong Forest Park - abt 5km from CCar stop. U'll enjoy natural scenery & forestry:

http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/viewPhoto?uname=shirleyslq&aid=5053598934127632769&iid=5053632215829210642

Most Forumers here planned WuLai for its famous Outdoor Hot Springs.

WuLai offers much more than a rejuvenating hot bath. Be surrounded in mountainous greenery n feel the beat of the Atayal Aborigines! U navigate WuLai by legwork hiking, or internal cabs (cabs with fixed fares for different stops).

..... Power Health Tips for Visitors to WuLai! .....

The following r health-revitalizing benefits a visit to WuLai can give her visitors. Choose to enjoy each of these by itself, or in sequence as below:

• Refresh yr minds once U enter WuLai: Free yrself mentally as U'r transported to be among mountainous greenery & Aboriginal rustic charm.

• Enjoy a feast of local snacks @ WuLai Old Street stalls.

• Walk: Burn yr calories. Condition yr cadiovascular fitness, in hiking to NeiDong Forest Park/ Doll Valley.

• Breathe in the ions-rich air of NeiDong Forest.

• Walk back to entry area: Let those health-giving ions so infuse yr bodies.

• Soak in the Hot Springs in the Spa Resorts. Let yr perspiration, skin & breathing discharge toxins & contaminants from yr bodies, as U immerse in the skin-nourishing Spring water.

Cheers to yr good health! :D

..... How to move around in WuLai .....

WuLai will prove to be least confusing. It's a big Aboriginal Town. U will explore one attraction after another once U alighted from the public bus area.

See for yrself: When U reached the 7-Eleven, U would hv already covered: WuLai Old Street/ Village, the Spa Resorts along the way..

Next is the Mini Tram which will take U to the

* Waterfall stop.

From Waterfall stop, U (can) proceed to check out 2 attractions nearby (within 500m), walk & explore:

* Aboriginal Culture Village

* Cable Car Statn

From here, U decide where U wanna go next; 2 major attractions:

*1. Take Cable Car up to YunHsien Resort/ Dreamland.

*2. Take cab or walk abt 40 mins deep into NeiDong Forest Park/ Wawa Gu(Doll Valley).

U navigate WuLai by her internal cabs or (own self) walk. ;P

Cabbies gather where U can find them. U can see their rate card that stated fixed fares ranging from min TWD200 to TWD300 single trip for different stops: NeiDong, Cable Car Statn etc.

U can also can ride their cab to tour around WuLai too, for an arranged fare that is. :)

....................................................
..... These notes r from expert Nutty .....

The Atayal Tribe is from Wulai

Wulai:

http://www.2007ulay.com.tw/
Echoes of the Atayal

http://www.wulainative.org.tw/
gio.gov.tw/taiwan-website/gogo/goen_34.htm
..... These notes r from expert CC .....

The bus to Wulai is a Xindian Bus showing 台北 - 烏來 (Taipei-Wulai) on the sign. Board outside MRT Xindian---no need to cross any roads---and try to sit on the right side of the bus (door side) for the best views. Wulai is a hot spring area with a heavy aborigine population. There's an old street with shops selling aborigine foods and handicrafts, and in the surrounding area are mountains, a cable car, and a waterfall or two.
To support TA's description of Wulai、I've "labeled" the areas:

Lower level - bus terminal; parking lot; old street; hot spring spas; natural riverside hot spring; tram depot (going up)

Mid-level - tram depot (going down); cable car depot (going up); bottom of long stringy nameless "Wulai waterfall" (the one often seen in photos)

Upper level - cable car depot (going down); Yun Hsien Dreamland (not really a must-see、according to the most recent post about it); "top" of stringy waterfall

Inner Wulai - Neidong National Forest Recreation Area (Neidong Waterfalls & hiking trails are inside the gated Forest Recreation Area) accessible from lower or mid-level Wulai by taxi (about 10~15 min. if traffic is smooth-flowing) 

Alternative suggestion if you're considering hiking to Neidong: Take a taxi IN to Neidong、and hike OUT only if you still want to do it after you've seen the route and gotten an idea of what the walk involves. Hiking in to Neidong is popular with locals、but it may be too tiring and time-consuming for travelers who don't have such a surplus of time and energy----save your energy for the 20-min. walk from the gate of the Neidong Forest Area to the waterfall. (This is NOT the forest hiking trail but a very easy and relaxing walking path. The forest hiking trail starts farther inside the NFRA.)

A trip to Wulai can take 4~7 hours、including travel time to/from downtown


We went Wulai for Hotspring... tried the Full Moon Spa as intro by forumers here.. hehehe its reallie nice!!!! and oh yea, we tried their lunch too. We chose the wild boar rice set... fwaaaaa, comes with vege, rice and chilli wild boar meat.. yummie, its very niceeee!!!! highly recommended =D the vege in Wulai is very unique too! nice nice.. aww, now i reallie miss it =(

After our hotspring, we went to walk ard their Lao jie.. hehehe i dun see many ppl recommend Wulai laojie... but i feel the food there is very nice! hot spring sweet corn, whahahaha taste so sweet =D
and their BBQ muah chee, so special.. its in 1 whole piece.. they dun cut the muah chee into pieces... crispy and sweet! hahahaha i miss this BBQ muah chee alot.. u dun find these in other night markets! lol

and their yummie wild boar sausage.. whahahahah also cannot be found in other night markets in taipei.. its nice =D yumyum.

We took a tram up to Neidong Waterfall... by that time already 5pm. There will not be any cable tram services after 5pm.. so must take a cab down... expensive ar. lol, so make sure u visit Neidong Waterfall before 5pm =) else mus take a cab or walk down 45mins. lol

There's a cable car up to Neidong waterfall too.. we din go up. cos its after 5pm, nothing much to see there.. heard from the people there, there are theme park up there? whahahaha oh well, not so sure, forumers can check it out =)


Outside of MRT Xindian station 新店站 take Xindian bus 新店客运 (abt 30mins trip, bus comes every 20mins interval) cost TWD$40/pax. On the bus ride, the view better on the right side seats... The bus should bring you to Wulai bus terminal, you will have to walk to Wulai "Old Street" 老街 （abt 10mins from Wulai bus terminal)

You should able to see the sign indicating direction to Wulai Waterfall by taking a Trolley Train, travel by train takes about 5 - 10mins. Alternatively, you could walk or take cab.

We stay Wulai abt half a day, because we not going for hot spring... If you come here next time and you will need longer if you planed to have a hot spring here...

for wulai, take mrt to Xindian station. when you exit the station, you will see a visitor centre on the right side. behind the visitor centre is a bus stop. wait for the bus to wulai there. The bus DOES NOT have any number, so look out for the words WULAI. Will take about 30 min to reach Wulai. Bus comes in every 20 minutes

Take the MRT to the last stop, Xindian Station, then transfer to the "To Wulai" bus to Wulai from 
Tip: On the bus ride to Wulai, the view is better on the right side seats.
From MRT Xindian to Wulai, the bus ride MAY seem to go on forever, winding through mountains, past emerald waters----but don't be alarmed, the road DOES end----you will end up at the big parking lot for "Wulai".
When taking the bus from Wulai back to MRT Xindian Station, please pay attention to when the bus arrives at MRT Xindian, as the bus stops before the MRT station comes into view. A lot of people should be getting off there. On the way back,the can stopoff at Gongguan Market at Gongguan MRT : Exit 3. 


Shifen

Go to this website: http://163.29.3.96/twrail_en/

Choose:

- From: Taipei/ Taipei

- To: Taipei/ Rueifang

- Choose the date and you can see the schedule

You can also find the train schedule of Pingsi Line from the same website.

- From: Taipei/ Rueifang

- To: Ping-hsi Line/ Shifen

- This one important, under "train types", must choose "all types". 

- Choose the date and you can see the schedule
Based on research from reading articles contributed by the experts here (especially CC, very helpful!) can do a day trip in the Ping-Hsi area. 

3 main stops along the Ping-Hsi line: 

(in sequence, with Shifen nearest to Rueifang and Jingtong furthest away)

1) Shifen (28 mins train ride from Rueifang) - Waterfalls, the Old street 

2) Pingsi (11 mins from Shifen) - Old street, 孝子山
3) Jingtong (5 mins from Pingsi) - Old japanese colonial town, old street. mail wooden postcard back to Singapore, sky lantern

From here, can take train back to Rueifang -> Taipei

Check out this site for more ideas:

http://www.pingshi.com.tw/all.htm

Shifen waterfall is located between Dahua Station and Shifen Station along the Pingshi railway train line. Although Dahua Station is nearer to Shifen waterfall on the map, I suppose because of the ground terrain level difference and thick vegetation, the train station staff has been advising visitors to the waterfall to alight at Shifen Station. From Shifen Station, walk about 25 mins to 30 mins towards Dahua Station following the railway track line passing through Shifen old street, a restaurant building and cross a suspension bridge to reach Shifen waterfalls. The railway track runs pass the front entrance of Shifen waterfalls.

You should be taking this route:

Shifen Station -> Shifen waterfall -> Shifen Station -> Rueifang
Beautiful pics of Shifen + a useful map at the bottom of the page.

http://www.tonyhuang39.com/tony0279.html
I found the street directory at http://www.pingshi.com.tw/gif/business02.jpg

Jingtong-Shifen

Since Jingtong is at the far end of the Pingshi Line and doesn't require too much time to cover, do Jingtong first: Take the train from Rueifang all the way to Jingtong, mail a wooden postcard, eat at the coalmine restaurant featured in a Lonely Planet article, then make your way back, stopping at Pingshi and Shifen along the way. Shifen will probably require the most time. Be sure to have your Pingshi train schedule handy so that you don't miss the trains. The entire journey from Rueifang to Jingtong takes about 40~45 min.----it isn't far; it's just that the train is really slow, being a leisure train. Keelung Miaokou food market is open in the daytime as well.

To go to Shifen, alight at Rueifang Railway Station, purchase a train ticket to take a local (DRC) train to Shifen Station on the Pingsi branch line. Please note train departure schedules.

Taiwan Railway Administration (TRA) train schedule: new.twtraffic.com.tw/TWRail_EN/index.aspx
TRA train ticket prices: service.tra.gov.tw/tw/ticketprice/excel.aspx
Shifen waterfall is located between Dahua Station and Shifen Station along the Pingshi railway train line. On the map, Dahua Station is indicated nearer to Shifen waterfall than Shifen Station. However, railway staff has been advising visitors to the waterfall to alight at Shifen Station and take this route: Shifen Station > Shifen waterfall > Shifen Station 

From Shifen Station, walk about 25 mins to 30 mins towards Dahua Station following the railway track line passing through Shifen old street, a restaurant building and cross a suspension bridge to reach Shifen waterfall. The Shifen to Dahua section of railway track runs pass the front entrance of Shifen waterfalls. I do not know the real reasons but I guess it could be that there is no proper footpath given the undulating terrain. Some sections of the railway track has thick vegetation on both sides leaving very little space for pedestrians to walk. You may want to check with the railway staff when you are there before purchasing the train ticket. 

Appreciate your feedback when you are back from your trip.

After your visit to Shifen Waterfalls, return to Rueifang Railway Station. Cross the road in front of Rueifang Railway Station and at the bus stop just outside the shops and café, take the Keelung bus heading to “Jinguashih”. The bus journey takes about 20 mins. Bus Fare: NT$22


Taipei to Shifen:

Taipei Railway Station > train > Rueifang Station > without leaving Rueifang Station, transfer to Pingshi Line train > Shifen & Pingshi

Shifen/Pingshi to Jiufen:

Shifen/Pingshi > Pingshi Line train > Ruiefang Station > bus (outside Rueifang Station) > Jiufen 

Approximate travelling times:

Taipei Railway Station to Rueifang Station by train takes about 30 to 56 mins depending on type of train. 

Rueifang Station to Shifen Station by train takes about 30 mins.

Shifen to Pingsi by train takes about 12 mins.

Pingsi to Rueifang Station by train takes about 45 mins.

Rueifang Station to Jiufen by bus takes about 20 mins. 

Jiufen to Taipei (Zhongxiao Fuxing MRT Station) by bus takes about 1 hr 45 mins.

Please check with the train stations on the scheduled train arrivals and departures times to avoid long waiting time as trains on the Pingsi branch line are infrequent.

Other train stations (in sequence) on the Rueifang – Jintong train branch line are:

Rueifang > Houtong > Sandiaoling > Dahua > Shifen > Wanggu > Lingjiao > Pingsi > Jingtong (terminal)

Forumer dragonking posted on 9 December 2006:

Day 5: 

Got up early to go Shifen. Because of the infrequent train runs on the Pinghsi line, we had to plan this day very carefully. As the train left Taipei city, it began to rain and it rained for the whole day. However, with umbrellas and raincoats, it was still manageable but uncomfortable. After Chingjing, the Shifen waterfall is my second favourite for this trip. Really worth the trouble we took walking and braving the rain. The rain probably made the waterfall even more spectacular though. I didn’t know about the one-day pass on Pinghsi line (54NT) and only found out when I was at Shifen station. But it was still worth it to buy because admission to shifen waterfall is normally 180NT, but with the Pinghsi one-day pass, the admission is only 100NT, so total is still only 154NT .

Shifen took up the whole morning because we spent a lot of time enjoying the waterfall there. We also took the opportunity to travel up to Jingtong and along the way really like the old world charm that we saw along the Pinghsi line. 


Shifen Directions and how to get to Shifen Waterfall

http://wildtaiwan.blogspot.com/2006/01/shifen-waterfall.html

Do Shifen before Jiufen. RUEIFANG TO SHIFEN - Easy: After the train from Taipei arrives in Rueifang, instead of leaving Rueifang Railway Station to board the Jinguashih bus for Jiufen, buy your Rueifang -> Shifen ticket at the platform booth (no need to exit the platform area) and wait for the Pingshi Line train to come along. Pingshi Line trains are not very frequent, especially after dinnertime, so check the schedule beforehand so as not to waste time waiting.

Seating tip: Try to board the first car and sit in the coveted seats beside the driver. You'll get to see the same view that he does! ;-) You'll catch a glimpse of the waterfall on your right before the train reaches Shifen Station.

JIUFEN TO KEELUNG - In the opposite direction from which you arrived, take the bus "To Keelung" (taking care not to board the bus "To Taipei") and alight at Keelung Station, then walk to Miaokou. Some forumers alighted the bus just before Keelung Station and walked to Miaokou from there. (Miaokou's general location is across from the harbor, behind the row of shops.)

KEELUNG - RUEIFANG - JIUFEN - JINGUASHIH bus route map: 

http://klbus.cdtek.com.tw/images/stories/line_map/gk_rl.gif
Do Shifen first: Take the train from Taipei Train Station to Rueifang and buy a Pingshi Line Pass(NTD54) For unlimited travel on that line then head for Shifen.

On your return to Rueifang, head outside to the Bus stand across the road near the convenience stop for Jioufen. After Jioufen you can take a bus from there directly to Keelung and visit the Miaokow Food Street and Night Market. 


Taiwan Railway Administration (TRA): http://163.29.3.98/TWRail_En/index.aspx

train fare and travel time from Taipei Main Station to Rueifang vary depending on the type of train:

Taroko – NT$38 (Travel time: About 28 mins) 

Tze Chiang – NT$80 (Travel time: About 31 to 45 mins)

Chu Kuang – NT$62 (Travel time: About 42 to 53 mins)

Local (DRC) – NT$38 (Travel time: About 49 to 56 mins)

Taroko trains are very few in the train operation schedule. Taroko and Tze Chiang trains have least number of stops along the route. Chu Kuang trains have slightly more stops. Local trains stop at almost every station along the route. Travel times vary from train to train and the time of travel.

Alight at Rueifang Station, purchase another train ticket or pass and board trains on the Pingsi branch line for Shifen.

For those people who are coming from the eastern part of Taiwan -- Yilan or Hualien, alight at Houtong Station, purchase another train ticket or pass and board trains on the Pingsi branch line for Shifen.

You can purchase the Pingsi one-day pass priced at NT$54 for unlimited train rides for the day along the Pingsi branch line. 

Train stations (in sequence) on the Pingsi train branch line (Rueifang – Jingtong) are:

Rueifang > Houtong > Sandiaoling > Dahua > Shifen > Wanggu > Lingjiao > Pingsi > Jingtong (terminal)

tripadvisor.com/ShowTopic-g293913-i9546-k151…

Alight at Shifen Station and walk about 25 mins to 30 mins towards Dahua Station. Follow the railway track line passing through Shifen old street, a restaurant building and cross a suspension bridge to reach Shifen waterfalls. The railway track runs pass the front entrance of Shifen waterfalls. Admission charge: NT$180 Admission charge is NT$100 for those with the one-day pass.


if u dun mind walking,den shifen is really worth going! entrance fees for shifen at 100NT per person. from shifen station to shifen waterfall, it takes 30mins. when u reach the waterfall inside, u need to walk down a long flight of steps to take nice pics, if u lazy can take from top,but not very nice. but do note,walking down is easy,climbing up is not..got hundreds of steps.nojoke. shifen is tiring esp in hot weather, u walk really alot. i went three places and spent ard 4-5hours plus waiting for trains.i took the 1302 train and reached ruifang at 1836.just a rough guage for u to plan ur timing.hths.

yes, the entrance fees is 100NT per person. imo, if ure tired,den not worth going in,cos when u go in,to take nice pics,u have to go down a flight of stairs (v.v.long) den u can reach the bottom and take nice pics with the waterfall, however, do note,u have to climb up the entire flight of stairs when u going back. heh u can see my pics, the shifen waterfall,i was too tired to even walk down so my pics were very ugly when taken from top. from shifen, i stopped at 3stops, and each stop is abt 1hour plus,except the last part,need abt 2hours. so be prepared to walk! alternatively,u can rent their scooter in shifen(near shifen station at 100NT for 3hours)
