Food

Around XMD

三吉外賣 bbq chicken. no.85-7 WuChang St Sec 2, next to sun 日新 theater on "movie st", northwest of ximending pedestrain area

BBQ Chicken in Ximending (in business for 40 years, a part of XMD culture):

3G BBQ 三吉外賣
No. 85-7 Wuchang St. Sec. 2 武昌街二段 85-7 號 (Next to the Sun 日新 Theater on "Movie St."、northwest XMD Pedestrian Area)

Tel: (02) 2361-3084 

10am~11pm

Cheng Du Yao Tao Bing - Si Men Ding area, Pineapple ice! Starfruit Ice... Yummy and cooling

Try to buy sun biscuits and local products back from local shops instead of airports..cos airports nothing much to buy, very limited...
There is one shop selling very good quality "feng li su" and sun biscuits opposite East Dragon hotel...Cheap too...We lugged one carton back home....

Highly recommended is the YA ROU BIAN near RAINBOW hotel @ XMD. Superb is the word to describe. Muz order the goose meat ok. For 2 paxs, juz order a drumstick will do cos the meat is enuff for 2. n of cos the bee hoon soup. NT$300 for 2pax. Yummy..

in XMD, must try the Ya Rou Bian 鸭肉 扁 When you come out of Rainbow lobby, just walk straight into the alley and walk to the end. You will see the sighboard there. It's actually goose meat, but the beehoon soup is very very very tasty.

Ximen Station 西门 -> Exit 6 -> Rainbow lobby -> Walk straight into the alley and walk to the end -> Will see the sighboard

U can get them at 正宗老天禄, opp Rainbow Hotel. This is the shop where they sell duck tongue & duck wing. 12 pcs in a box NT220 (if I m not wrong). There's a bakery shop near the market at 龙山寺 MRT, selling at NT180/box. 太阳饼 is delicious. Too bad I din buy enuff :(

There is a tamago shop right infront of XMD Station exit 6 that opens about 10 or so. There's also another store selling very good and cheap dumplings, guo tie etc that is beside XMD exit 6. It is available at about 9 plus 10 too. The shopping shops don open so early but there is definately food available.

XMD - i recommend this dessert shop call "3 Xiong Mei" (3 brother sister).... they sell those "chua bing" (ice)... and "dou hua" .... at nite when it's cold, i had a bowl of dou hua with those bubble tea pearls, at 30nt...very soothing and very nice to eat... the dou hua is smooth and soft...not like the dou hua here in sg..... direction: come out from rainhow hotel...turn left...walk along the eateries (u will see them on the left)... on the right u will see 3 Xiong Mei......

Xi men ding.. ATe Ya rou bian... ok lah... not too abd... prefered chong you bing more... its jus like prata with egg and add bbq sauce

There lotsa nice, fancy restaurants in XMD, mostly on the 2nd storey. There are several restaurants in which the seats are not the normal chairs/benches but are swings instead so its quite cool. I suggest you can scout for it there since there are so many choices to choose from. Food ranging from tea houses to jap food etc...

西 门丁 (阿宗面线exit 6 turn right when you see KFC and turn right again at the next lane, 鸭肉扁, nice restaurants on second floor)

XMD's street food taste great! Esp their sausages. The black pepper one esp. *addicted and craving for it* Should try the Cong You Bing 葱油饼 and this jelly like thing that has different colours of fillings in it. But these street food only come out at night.

· Chuan Qi Bubble Tea --> In Xi Men Ding

老天祿食品 台北市武昌街二段55號(西門町徒步區內) 營業時間：09:30 ~ 22:00 (opposite rainbow hotel)
webcite: www.lautianlu.com.tw
You should also try the one in XMD, next to the metro exit 6. But hor.....the last time I bought a pack and I asked for 小辣，That joker....give me EXTRA HOT!! 
HOT STAR

85 degrees café

Their cakes are not that fantastic...there is one near to TS hotel (Good reviews from http://hungryintaipei.blogspot.com/2007/04/dessertsafternoon-tea-i-strongly.html)

from Xi Men Station, look for exit 6. its just along the stretch of shops outside exit 6.

She recommended The blueberry cheesecake (NT$35) may be one of the BEST cheesecakes I've ever had, Taipei, LA or anywhere else. I think it's also better than the original plain cheesecake which I found to be a little less moist. As for the drinks, I liked the Grapefruit green tea (NT$35) and the Korean Citron green tea (NT$35) I had on different occassions. A nice blend of citrus, sweet and sour, it wasn't overly sugary or too sour like drinks I've had in other places.)

U can alight at XiMen Station exit 1, turn left and walk along the road, you can find it.. There is one inside Ximenting but actual location i am not sure.

Opp TS Hotel > Next to Convenience Store and also Ma La Hou Guo called Fei Tian

Can try taiwanese breakfast at Hanzhong St 漢中街 since u are staying in xmd, the name of the shop is JSP 甲尚宝小吃店... try their 鲔鱼蛋饼 Tuna fish egg roll ~ not bad.
from Ximen MRT exit#1, abt 3mins walk along Hanzhong St 漢中街 (before TS hotel)

http://home.trtc.com.tw/INFO92/Lmap.asp?SID=086
Shopping Malls

Sogo department store -dinner at food court at basement.

The ferris wheel also din surprise me that much, those going there should try the hotplate cuttlefish/chicken/egg/vegetables with noodles or rice at their food court, 2 can share a plate @ S$8 each

Restaurants around Zhong Xiao Dong Lu

i bought tai yang bing and feng li su (pineapple tarts) from this shop shi jia foodstuff. u can find it at xin guang san yue shopping centre, basement 2 at taipei main stn.
i love their feng li su!! it's damn nice.. and their packaging is real pretty. anw, u can actuallie call them for ur order and they can send it to ur hotel. but i'm not sure if it's oni limited to rainbow hotel coz this was recommended by rainbow hotel staff. 
no is (02)25929636
and imo, i find tt feng li su is wayy nicer than tai yang bing. so do buy more feng li su.. if not u will regret! (like me)

FYI you can get Li Yi stuffs from Taipei Main Station Station Front Underground Mall. They can even deliver to your hotel if you order more. They only order from their main shop at Jiufen after you place order so everything is fresh and you don't have to lug all the way back from Juifen

they have alot of zao chan dian (breakfast shops) ard taipei. the dumpling and guotie shop earthlylove mentioned is called Ba Fang Yun Ji. They also have another branch in the Underground Mall at Taipei Main Station. They count by per dumpling which is about less than 30cents each? VERY YUMMY! i recommend the Kimchi guotie. My aunt and I found it on the 2nd last day and we ate it for dinner and the last day breakfast cos we liked it very much. They also have small pushcarts around that sell zua bing (abit like mix of popiah and springroll) and sandwiches so no worries. the taiwanese love to eat snacks so you can definitely find food anywhere!

just occur to me that i havent read any posts on people trying out taiwanese breakfast. if u do have a chance to pass by any breakfast shop, they call it 早餐店, do try their breakfast. i've only tried their toast & 蛋餅 which is really good. you can choose what kind of ingredients you'll like in your 蛋餅, eg bacon, ham etc. I've seen others eating some rice/bun kind of thing which i have no idea what it's call. & their black soya bean milk is delicious!! if u are within zhong xiao dong lu vicinity, there are 2 breakfast shop behind the back lane, near sogo fuxing. we were there at around 10-11am and they are still open for breakfast.

NYNY – Mister Donut…got tables and chair to sit…breakfast? NYNY is just opposite Taipei 101, there is a bridge linking to the 2 of them. Mister Donuts is a little store outside NYNY so you can sit outside under big umbrella shades enjoying the donuts (it's only wonderful if it's winter!) There is also a mini status of liberty outside the building.

MISTER DONUT
-Breeze Center
-NYNY Mall in Xin Yi district
-across from the Takashimaya Mall: 39, Fusing S Rd., Sec. 1, (02) 8772-5990 
-Taipei Main Station underground

http://www.misterdonut.com.tw/info/..%5Cshop%5Cshop-T.htm
Mister Donuts better? hungrygirlintaipei claims

as for taiyang bing.. 1 rainbow staff recommended at Shin Kong Mitsukoshi Basement 2 (the one opp Taipei Railway station).. the kiosk is quite difficult to locate but just ask the staff there for help and they'll bring u to it.. the taiyang bing is really nice!! u can Ã¨Â¯â€¢Ã¥?Æ’ before buying! i regretted just buying 1 box.. <_< the price is NT$250 for a box of 10 pieces.. yummy!! 

they have alot of zao chan dian (breakfast shops) ard taipei. the dumpling and guotie shop earthlylove mentioned is called Ba Fang Yun Ji. They also have another branch in the Underground Mall at Taipei Main Station. They count by per dumpling which is about less than 30cents each? VERY YUMMY! i recommend the Kimchi guotie. My aunt and I found it on the 2nd last day and we ate it for dinner and the last day breakfast cos we liked it very much. They also have small pushcarts around that sell zua bing (abit like mix of popiah and springroll) and sandwiches

For those who wanna buy tai yang bing/huang li shu/etc. within the taipei city area.. you can try the shop at the underground mall from "Taipei main station". www.lecake.com.tw The snacks are delivered to their shop from Keelung i think and you gotta make order probably a day in advance. Just wanted to share cause i saw how expensive the airport sold those snacks for.. Airport was selling 10 pieces of those tarts at NT350 while i ordered mine from the shop for only NT180. Taste wise i think they're nice, not sure abt those airport selling brands though.....

Then can go over to NYNY (got direct overhead bridge from taipei 101) and try the Mister Donut (try the Honey chocolate! very nice). mister donuts, open from 11am.......
Shinkong Mitsukoshi @ taipei city hall - there is a nice bakery called MILK HOUSE on the basement. the bread and cakes there are reli reli reli reli delicious and beautiful. n cheap oso!!!!! must try! there is oso a big food court, price abt S$6. big portions of ramen, hot pots, bentos etc etc. looks absolutely yummy!

MRT to Zhongxiao/Dunhua MRT Station Exit 2 â€“ Walk to 2nd traffic light, cross the road & turn left on Yanji Street. First Lane on the right has many food shops.

Proceed to Taipei, Warner Village, Mitsukoshi Dept Store, NYNY – Taipei City Hall station and take their free shuttle bus to Taipei 101– 101 area is super up market type like A/X and DKNY type. Inside all branded stuff like paragon Singapore. Basement got one supermarket Jason. Lots of chio ppl here. - explore underground malls as well You can lunch here as well; Indonesian, Filipino Western and Local . Abt NT120+ per head max or behind isetan there got one Jap style steam boat cum BBQ. Worth it

DUNKIN DONUTS
Miramar Mall, B1
22 Jing Ye 3rd Road
DaZhi, Taipei

MAISON KAYSER
at Breeze Shopping Center, B2
39, Fu Hsing South Rd, Sec. 2 
(at the intersection of Civic Boulevard and Fu Hsing South Road)
(02) 6600-8888
Hours: 11am-9:30pm Sun-Thur; 11am-10pm Fri-Sat

Another good FOOD COURT:  Eslite Xinyi Building, Basement Level

Ding Tai Feng

food is great at ding tai feng at xin yi st, i heard is original branch and pls go before 11am if you dun want to queue

eating - xiao long bao from ding tai feng. although some say not the best, worth the experience. go to the one at Hsinyi road which is the original shop

Just take mrt to 'zhongxiao dunhua' station, exit 2, then walk towards the watson direction. Within 1 min, you will see armani and polo, thats breeze centre, by the roadside, low rise building. then you walk further down and cross the road on your right, ding tai feng is just there, at a corner. 
Don't go during lunch and dinner time. I went about afternoon 3+, no need to queue.

(No. 218 (Alley 216), Zhongxiao East Road Sec. 4,
Da-an District, Taipei City 106, Taiwan (R.O.C.)
TEL:886-2-2721-7890)

My favourite food will be their carrot cake n Ding Tai Feng - mus try. I wen to Taipei Zhong Xiao Branch and mus be early if not LONG Q. We wen abt 10.30 - 11am. Still quite ok but after 11.30am, wow the q was long. As for the famous ah Zhong Mee Suan, depend on whether u like the taste.....i dun like it. Their bread/donuts oso very nice. Basically, their foods are not bad. 

Do try the DingTaiFeng there (Alight at ZhongXiaoDunHua stn, exit 3, walk straight, and u should be able to find shopping mall named ATT. DingTaiFeng is located at the corner..)

In fact there are 3 DTF in Taipei. 


1) Taipei XinYi Rd Sec 2, No. 194 (Yong Kang Street)
Mon-Fri 10:00-21:00, Sat & Sun 09:00-21:00
Tel: (02) 23218928

2) Taipei Zhong Xiao Branch
Taipei Zhong Xiao Dong Road Sec 4, No. 218 (go in by 216 alley)
Mon-Fri 10:30-14:00, 16:00-22:00, Sat & Sun 10:00-22:00
Tel: (02) 2721 7890

Try crab xiao long bao?

3) Fu Xing Branch
Taipei Zhong Xiao Dong Road Sec 3, No. 300 B2 (Sogo Fu Xing)
Mon-Thu 10:00-21:30, Fri, Sat & Sun 10:00-22:00
Tel: (02) 87220528

I translated all these from the name card. If you need more info. u can also visit their web at www.dintaifung.com.tw.

To get to Din Tai Fung, alight at Zhongxiao Dunhua station. Exit 2.
When you come out, you will see Watson. Walk straight all the way until a traffic light, and diagonally across, you will see this orangy signboard with the words "ATT" on it. Cross over to that building, and you will see the red "Din Tai Fung" signboard.
There is also a famous fen yuan store in that vicinity. One of the podders mentioned in this thread and I went to look for it when I was there. It's called "Dong Qu Fen Yuan".

To get to Din tai fung at zhongxiao dunhua, alight at zhongxiao dunhua station, i think exit 3. When you come out of the exit, you will see a Watsons. Walk straight to the next traffic light, and diagonally across on your right, you can see a shopping mall. By then, you should be able to spot the red din tai fung signboard. It's located behind this mall.

I always go to the din tai fung at zhongxiao dunhua. They only accept Cash. And ya, i think i'm the one who mentioned about the Dong Qu Fen Yuan. I can't describe the directions coz i can recognise the road.. but if you ask any passerby there, they should be able to direct you. 

For Zhongxiao Dunhua.. you can go ding tai feng (although i think the main branch is at xinyi road). The boutique shops there quite unique but expensive and most only open around 1or 2pm. There are also some roadside stalls that have quite good buys. 
To get to Din tai fung at zhongxiao dunhua, alight at zhongxiao dunhua station, i think exit 3. When you come out of the exit, you will see a Watsons. Walk straight to the next traffic light, and diagonally across on your right, you can see a shopping mall. By then, you should be able to spot the red din tai fung signboard. It's located behind this mall.

3) How do i get to ding tai feng? Alight @ city hall station or Zhongxiao Dunhua 

Station? From the map, it seems that both stations are possible.
i went to the one at zhongxiao... alight at zhongxiao dunhua.. come out from exit 2.. u see watsons.. walk straight... until a traffic light.. and diagonally across u see this shopping centre called A.T.T.. orange color signboard one.. cross over to the shopping centre.. Din Tai Fang is just behind there.. u will see the red DTF signboard..

Also managed to take cab from Rainbow to Ding Tai Feng at YongKang Street. ony 120NT...To be honest, I think Singapore Ding Tai Feng at Wisma is close to standard or maybe even as good loh. Nothing that wows me lah but hey it's up to individual. Then when you stand at Ding Tai Feng entrance (back face the entrance), turn to your left and walk straight and then the you see the first left turn, turn left and walk straight and you will see Ice Monster!!! If you confused by my direction, just ask the DTF staff. All very friendly. It was a pity cos it wasn't mango season so they only have frozen mango and substitute with strawberry but still quite nice lah. To be honest, I think HongKong Xu Liu Shan is much much nicer!!! And also HongKong got another dessert stall called Moon Dessert?? got this durian and black glutinous rice dessert also much nicer!!! But if you are at DTF already might as well walk to Ice Monster.

IceMonster nearby (Turn left once exit from DTF and walk into the alley.)

[ Main store ]
No.15, Yongkang St., Da-an District, Taipei City (02)2394-8279 
[ New Branch ]
No.4, Lane 12, Yongkang St., Da-an District, Taipei Cty (02)2321-1393    
Ding Tai Feng ( 鼎泰豐 ): We took a cab from hotel to restaurant cost NT$95 which is less than S$5. Went in the morning around 9:15am and there was no queue. For those who're going during peak timing can call to reserve the table. Tried their 小龙包, 小龙汤包, 烧卖, 虾绞, 炸排骨, 牛肉面, etc. FYI 小龙汤 包 only available during sat & sun 9-10 am. 小龙汤包 is the smaller version of 小龙包 and eat with a bowl of soup serve seperately. Do not bother to try their 烧卖 or 虾绞 cause they're using the same skin ( 皮 ) and meat ( 馅 ) as 小龙包 but additional prawn inside, so taste wise very similar to 小龙包 . It costs us around NT$1400 for 4 pax. Not very expensive lah

Food St 食街
Zhongxiao Dunhua Station 中孝敦化 -> Exit 2 -> Walk To 2nd Traffic Light, Cross The Road & Turn Left On Yanji St

Dessert

Tang Chao (Jacky Wu’s dessert shop. Located at Zhongxiao Dunhua station exit 4.)

 *Jacky Wu Tang Chao (Dessert Shop)*
- 台北市忠孝東路四段160號
- Telephone no.: (02)2772-2889
How to go: Take MRT to Zhongxiao Dun Hua station and get out at exit No.4, the shop is right there

Jacky Wu's Desert Shop (Tang Chao) 糖潮
Zhongxiao Dunhua Station 中孝敦化 -> Exit 4

Dessert: 糖朝餐廳 (台北市大安區忠孝東路四段160號 Located at Zhongxiao Dunhua station exit 4. website: http://www.sweetdynasty.com.tw
Ice Monster (Bing Guan)

The famous "Ice monster" @ Yongkang St - go http://www.icemonster.com.tw/ to drool! Famous for mango ice but season might be over already...(

[ Main store ]
No.15, Yongkang St., Da-an District, Taipei City (02)2394-8279 
[ New Branch ]
No.4, Lane 12, Yongkang St., Da-an District, Taipei Cty (02)2321-1393    

- CKS to Din Tai Fung/Ice Monster/Yongkang St.: From the north side of the CKS Memorial, take Bus 20, 22, 204 or the Xinyi Main Line to "Yongkang St. intersection" stop or "Xinyi-Xinsheng intersection" stop.

Shilin

Famous chicken cutlet HAO DAO JI PA

Hao Da Da Chicken is another muz try. Big for value! Its juz facing the main road once u reach the food market @ Shih Lin. Super long q.
Mus try those little stalls along the roadside.. they giv u surprise cos their food is nice.. Do try..


Xin Fa Ting Ice shop @ Shi Lin, very unique ice shavings... our fav, MILK

I bought Tai Yang Bing from a shop at Shilin. It's at the night market where lots of clothes shops and carts, not the food market. There's a snack shop there. In each box, got 8 tai yang bing. about 160NT if i remember correctly.

Try the HAO DA DA JI PA (Onestar or Hotstar.. i forgot but the signboard is blue in color de). there got 2 branches in shilin I think.. hehehe, both are yummie!

hao da da ji pai (the original one with the blue signboard)

All the snacks that you can try at ShiLin night market is cheap and good. Hao Da Da chicken cutlet is a very big piece but very very nice!

Had dinner AT shilin market... its called hong pin Tie pan shao! ITs tasted VERY GOOD

Shilin? Hu Xu Zhang for their famous Lu Rou Fan as well as Ji Rou Fan! Persona;;y, i think their Ji Rou Fan taste much, much nicer than their Lu Rou Fan.

Shilin - and the best chicken cutlet is there! Try the HAO DA DA JI PA (Onestar or Hotstar.. i forgot but the signboard is blue in color de). there got 2 branches in shilin I think.. hehehe, both are yummie!

There's a Birkies shop that is along the food street of Shilin, which is rather near the Pineapple Prawns Ball 凤梨虾球 (very nice, should try!).

- Peanut Ice @ Shihlin - Its v soft. Nice!!

just as an update, i notice a lot of tourist who visits shilin only visit the food area. And no, the food area dun close during rain. pls rem there's a BIG shopping area for shilin just 5 mins walk away from the food area. in the shopping there's actually a very nice dessert store (Ren Fa Ting) originated from Taichung. Currently, ice shavings are the craze though the original shop was famous for its "Mi-tou bin".

Mango Ice at Shilin? Claim to be nicer than Tang Chao

Shilin night market.... Food and snacks are superb!! try the thousand layer strawberry ice(the ice is flavoured, not like those white ice with strawberry sauce)... try smelly doufu..... "i like". try the hao da da chicken cutlet...... try the jumbo sausage and must try the BBQ muah chee..... very nice... its a small stall managed by a japanese couple.... they provide very good service and for 50NT you get 6 muah chee with your desired sauce..... the cheese flavour is ... must eat woa....  
Try the japanese style sotong ball, it comes in different flavours its nice. Korean nian gao is not bad, bbq mushroom aka shitake etc. but don't eat the bbq duck wrap which is similar as popiah but it taste horrible~ the guy who did it is super skilless.... a teenage guy, I looked at the and product that a couple who bought it in front of us and ours, I was like, "huh?" their is "slim wrap" ours is "fatty wrap" all the stuff are almost spilling out from the wrap..

big big squid vege ball... lololol there's LOTS of ingredient inside the ball... and yea, its sinfully delicious! hehehee.. its always long queue.. so i guess its easy to spot. its a son & mother tending the stall =)

Shilin got the best chicken cutlet... Hot Star (Hao Da Da Ji Pa) , the one with the blue signboard... sell very yummie crispy big chicken cutlet. usuallie is very long queue.

Shilin- It's a food haven. I had mango Pao Pao Bing. The ice is as fine as snow and it really melts in your mouth. The mango is very sweet. The do have in other flavours as well or go for combination where they have mango, strawberry and kiwi. Other food like squid soup, oyster omelette (something different from Singapore), Hong You Hao Shou (something like Wanton, but they use chilli oil and peanut paste), Hao Dao Hao Dao chicken cutlet (nicer than Singapore Shilin xiao chi, but the standard seems to drop from my last trip. They have one at Dan Shui Qin Ren Qiao as well).

-Xian Cao Xian (Meet Fresh) - grass jelly ice with grass jelly with yam balls. UBER NICE!!! The nicest dessert we had...my hubby loves it so much we ate 3 times! i dont remember other forumers mentioned before and we stumbled upon it while walking in shi lin. very nice...go try! order their zhao pai. 50NT a bowl.
YongHe


breakfast - yonghe shaobing youtiao and soya bean milk.
a one stop place to go for taiwan's food is at the shilin market near the shilin night market (jientan mrt station). they have almost everything here and you can sample almost everything. must have the fried chicken chop..

the nicest Yonghe (as recommended by Rainbow staff) is at Dingxi station. (i think it's this station, can't remember, have to check my notebook at home). We went there... food is ok, but we didn't really like the soyamilk. Find that too much of the bean taste. Beside this Yonghe is a stall selling roasted meat rice and noodles.. looks very nice.

Yonghe soybean milk (Opening Hr: 24Hrs)
Sec.2, Yonghe Rd, Yonghe City, Dingxi Station,

Yong He Eating House (Open 24 hours)

No 152 ~ 158 Fuxing South Road Sec 2, Taipei city

復興南路二段152-158號
A 10-mins walk from the nearest MRT Station – DaAn Station. Serves traditional Taiwan breakfast including soybean milk, sesame seed cake, pancakes, crispy dough fritters etc

WFP

Then you can plan another day, to visit the wholesale centre WuFengPu (better be on a Friday or Saturday), as WFP will be open to public FULL FORCE on those 2 days (starting from 2pm onwards).... Do try the Ru Rou Fan there... when u walk from the MRT station, u will pass by the Ru Rou Fan Shop. The name is called "Hu Xu Zhang", the logo looks like Zhang Fei.... hehee. Try it! Even the locals there also agree tat that stall's RU ROU FAN is very nice... Then probably after WFP, u can actually visit RaoHe Nite Market, which is very near to WFP. (Although I tink its not as impressive as Shilin Nite Market).... RuRouFan is pork!

I also got surprised when I accidently bited onto the chicken bones in the Ji Pai..... So troublesome :( 
Given the freezing weather, it tastes icy cold and not-so-tastyif you don't eat fast :unsure: 
I tried another Ji Pai at Wu Fen Pu (opposite Song Shan Railway Station exit)... - Red colour signboard. That stall taste much more better than Shih Lin's one

I didn't know there is this Ji Pai stores near Song Shan railway station exit. However, i tried the all famous Hao Da Da Ji Pai in Shi Lin night market and two times from two different stores in Xi Men Ding ... also the same leh

WuFenPu has the cheapest and nicest quail's eggs balls and sotong balls (they call it Hua Zi Wan 花支丸) found at the cross section of WuFenPu

Raohe Night Mkt

Raohe nite market (just behind songshan station) - kinda big, lotsa shopping n eateries. tried the pepper bun but find so-so only. its like our " da bao " except the fact that the skin is like made of those " tau sa piah" skin. Nt40. but alot of taiwan food there, very happening. as well as clothes, shoes etc. also tried the "zhen zhu pang xie" - small crabs fried and sprinkled wz spices (NT50) - not very nice leh.

Ru Rou Fan @ Rao He Night Market - We cant find the Hu Xu Zhang near WFP so we settled for this. Cost NT 20 for the smallest bowl. Its damn nice. i think its a shop call Yuan Shan, its the representative for Taipei's Ru Rou Fan in dunno wat festival. LOL.

Tried their Honey with Sweet Potato and Sesame Muah Chee, its very yummie
TongHua Night Mkt

Oh and recently SCV is showing a taiwanese programme recommending nice foods in Taipei. Saw one which they recom Tong Hua Nite Mkt. There's very nice dessert stall famous for its "yu yuan bing"(made of yam), beehoon soup wif pig's organ(wide variety to choose), etc~ Looks gd n the nite mkt seems crowded... 



Jiufen

strongly recommend tt u go to Jiufen (u can get tai yang bing - must get at LiYi shop. They produce fresh tai yang bing and pineapple tarts right frm the oven!) and Danshui (engagement biscuits - super nice! Super tall ice cream cone and loads of shopping too, and nt forgetting the nice scenery!)

for relatives, my mom & SO's mom, i bought a lot of plums and prunes from Jiufen.
i avoided getting foodstuff that spoils easily - tarts, mochi etc

TAI YANG BING - @ Jiu Fen. Hmmm... There is 1 shop there which is quite famous for this. But there is 1 shop which is cheap for this. Its called "AH XING". Buy 3 boxes get 1 free. Inside there is only 8pcs. Saw 1 podder who recommend a peanut type of cookies, can be bought @ this shop. Its v nice. Regret nvr buy more. NT$100 for 1 packet. Buy 3 free 1. This shop is cheap tat y its v crowded. Mochi can b bought here oso.

actually jiufen there is this shop that sells nuts snack (like those peanut snacks we see here in bars and stuck together with sugar?), my younger aunt went there last month and bought a few types back (almonds, peanuts and pumkin) it was soo shiok. very fresh nuts and very little sugar content so its not hard like the ones we find here and very crispy. its about SGD4-5 per box not very cheap but very nice! gg to stock up.

Jiufen – famous muah chee

Explore Jiufen. Must buy pkt muah chee from Ah Xin de Dian & Li Ying Bing Dian nai you tai yang bing

At Jiufen, can buy muah chees and tai yang bing. Then can either take bus or cab down to Keelung Miao Kou. 

Tai Yang Bing : The one from JiuFen is really nice

Jiufen - Must buy Liyi Taiyang Bing, Pineapple Tarts, Guo Dong which has green plum in center

Jiu Fen - Great place. Very relaxing. We had tea at this Tea House located at the end of the street name Wang Qing Xiao Zhu. Great view.

Buy Tai Yang Bing at Jiufen

Fish balls!

Jiufen is famous for their big fishball, super thin BBQ meat, cheese flavour Tai yang Bing, smelly toufu, pineapple tarts, mua chee etc).

Explore Jiufen. Must buy pkt muah chee from Ah Xin de Dian & Li Ying Bing Dian nai you tai yang bing

Lots of food to eat in Jiu Fen. Must try the Yu Yuan(Lai Ah Po), bak yuan (these 2 is the famous local food in Jiu Fen). The Yu yuan taste so-so only. 


Gong Wan & Hua Zhi Wan @ Jiu Fen Lao Jie

Buy Fen Li Su (pineapple tarts), Tai Yang Bing. Also eat fishballs from various stalls. It taste differently. Try the crabs in butter gravy

Can buy the Sun biscuits 太阳饼, muah chee (taro one taste the best!) and this sour plum jelly from this shop called 阿信. There's a fishball stall next to it. Can try their Stewed pork rice 卤肉饭 and their specialty fish balls. Very nice.

• At Jiu Fen, we bought Taiwan plum jelly (guo3 dong4) from 2 shops. The first was Ah Xin De Dian. Don’t go there unless you don’t mind paying to be snubbed. They cater to tour groups so you’re invisible to them if you suay suay go there when a tour group is there, even when you try to get their attention. They even kept some stocks (that were not displayed) under the counter for tour groups and when we asked for those, they just claimed they’re the same as those displayed – they’re not! We saw a tour group getting them. They also give discounts to tour groups, which means the prices might have been marked up. After we hesitated about the non-discounted price (3 packs for NT 450), they offered us the discount (4 packs for NT450). But I think it’s only because we overheard the discount price in the first place.

Guo Dong / Jelly Pudding from Ah Xing's stall at Jiu Fen. Very yummilicious.

• There’s another shop diagonally opposite them – the Royal Family Food Co (huang2 zhu2 shi2 ping3) - that sells the plum jelly too. It sells the nicer plum wine and grape wine jelly (not available in the first shop) and the uncle was very friendly. 3 packs for NT 400. They sell the non-wine versions too, think about NT100 each – cheaper than Ah Xin! We also bought Choco Pie and pineapple tarts here.

• For those buying Tai Yang Bing, Yam Pastry and pineapple tarts etc, suggest to try from both Lee Yi Bing Dian and Zhang Shi Fu Bing Dian to see which suits your taste before you buy because they’re quite near to each other.

Do try their fen yuan bing! haha taste like bo bo cha cha ingredient.

oh yes, at jiufen, the 1st stal quite close to 7-11, sovernier snacks, the mei-zi dong (jelly with a whole mei-zi) is fantastic. :drool: Originally, bought back 2 packs as soveniers snack, in the end I singlehandedly finished all 2 packs! (green packaging, with 6 jellies in a pack) Missing it even now, but can't satisfy my craving. :'(

Once u reach jiu fen, walk to an open shelter where u can see the view of e sea. Then turn around n walk into the alley where u'll see a big crowd walking. Enjoy walking coz it's gonna take a long time walking frm 1 end to another. Along e way, u'll pass by e tai yang bing shops which r mentioned in e earlier threads. 1st one will be zhang shi fu. Recommended is his plain tai yang bing. Further down after meeting a crazy lao auntie dressing up funnily (sure can see one!), u'll reach li yi. His recommendations r butter tai yang bing n feng li su. Both shops sells feng li su, but to each his own, i prefer li yi.


If u're too lazy to go up jiu fen to buy, can always call up n order. 
Zhang Shi Fu - 02-24976462 (Day) 02-24976465 (Nite) 0916-829224 (Mobile)
Li Yi - 02-24965628 (Day) 02-24287272 (Nite) 0955-798018 (Mobile) URL www.lecake.com.tw
Jiufen - Lee Yi Bing Dian - For the Buttery Tai Yang Bin & Yam biscuit 

** Walk further into Ji Shan Street and come by a shop selling all kind of snack (Fish ball etc..) saw the delicious “You Cong Guo” tempting me to go try it. Go in & order a set……WOW..YUMMMMMMMY….with the sauce & the chilli sauce on the table. NT$30. (It taste abit like our “Wan Guo” Bowl Kuek in Bukit Merah). The Shop is call Post Office Front You Cong Guo” (Post Office Front You Cong Guo) Cos the Jiufen Post Office is just infront of the shop. Mr Wong the boss is a nice man too. Walk further into the lane & saw a Smelly bean curd stall that BBQ it Bean curd on Charcoal. Got a stick (2pcs) NT$20 with lots of chilli…YUMMY….Dun smell bad at all……It taste like normal tofu to me…Maybe I have not come across the best one. Walk further in, till the end & admired the nice view of the sea infront at a lookout while devouring the Smelly Tofu. Decide to walk back Ji Shan Street and come by a Fish Ball shop full of people & decide to go in & try. The shop had Big baseball like fish ball & it had sign that said “ Gu3 Zao3 Wan2”. Had a Qi yu Fishball Noodle soup NT$40. (Inside shop have a lot of photo of a lady surrounded by flower & a TV with a stairs to second floor sitting area. **{ Posted by forumer)

Zhang Shi Fu Bing Dian,we brought lots of goodies. Zhang Shi Fu offered to sent them back to our hotel, coz we simply can't carry it around the whole day, however we pay 50NT each for that service(think they cater for Hei Mao delivery service too),which i find it quite cheap. Zhang Shi Fu Tai Yang Bing is pretty cheap and it's not so sweet, very nice. However,i simply love his pineapple tarts...do give it a try..He & his wife are very friendly also.<>Another Forumer)

The Famous Jiufen Taro Balls ice dessert

Yu Yuan / Taro Balls in Jiu fen. Basically taste like our tang yuan with no filling and no taste. Eat a couple of balls still ok, but eat whole bowl wanna puke liao
Nai Yo Bing

Remember in Taiwan : As for expiration dates, most food products in Taiwan have the dates on them. 95.3.15 would be 2006/3/15. (94. would be 2005, and so on.) O it's not really 11 years old.

Jiu Fen is good for pineapple cakes and tai yang bing. Got a famous store there by Zhang Shi Fu. Juz follow the main path and walk on straight shld be able to find it. The auntie quite friendly. If wanna sample they give u whole piece of tai yang bing sample. Plus got free delivery to your hotel if u buy more than NT 2000. Quite worth it if u share with ur frens. Plus its all packed in a box so u can actually ask airport staff to paste a fragile sticker and send with your luggage onboard the plane, no need hand carry

Tai Yang Bing (Suncake) - buy from Jiufen (”nine shares”)
Two of Taipei’s most famous shops for traditional Taiwanese cakes and pastries:
LI JI The pineapple cakes (feng li xu)—little squares with pineapple filling—are their most popular item.
Taipei Leeichi:
http://www.taipeileechi.com.tw
No. 73 Chang An E. Rd. Sec. 2

Local cuisine include Yu Yuan (Taro balls), sweet potato balls, Hong Zhao Ba Wan (pork marinated in red wine), beef noodles, fish stew etc. Hsienkuang cakes, Tai Yang Ping (sun biscuits), Mua-chi, herbal cakes are favourite foodstuffs amongst travelers to Jiufen.

The Fishball/Gongwan/Squid Ball soup at shop 23 is also really nice .

At Jiufen: "Zhang Shi Fu Bing Dian" translated in Master Zhang Cake Shop. 1 box(10pcs) of Tai Yang Bing at only NT 100

in jiufen- the must tries!! personally i like the food in jiufen best. and do try all the different forms of food there, cos can't be found once u leave jiufen!!

1. taro ball- yes its qt q, and there are many flavours.. some stalls in taipei city sell it but its not as nice.. i even bought one pack home, even though there is a need to store it in the fridge, praying hard it can still be eaten after the long trip home! really nice i love it!

2. lao mian- theres this jiufen lao mian dian that serves fantastic beef noodles. beef is very tender and the noodles itself is WOW. love it love it!

3. li yi huang li su and tai yang bing. they used butter instead of lard(or sth lidat i forgot. zhu1 you2?), so the tai yang bing is more fragrant. too bad i only bought 5 taiyang bing from there cos heard of li ji from this forum. li ji is more ex selling nt23 per piece, whereas li yi onli sells nt15 per piece, and somehow i just feel that li yi should be better, haven tried the li ji's one though. li ji's one appearance wise is thicker, taste wise will update once i've tried :)

Can try the popiah ice cream (as recommended by podders). Do try having tea at their 'cha2 guan2'. Nice experience to have tea in the mountains area.

the jelly tat star_blaze got r not the correct brand tat jiu fen is famous for. pls take note! the right brand cost NT$150 per pack and only have 6 pcs in one packet! when u open the packet, u see transparant plastic packaging, not colourful paper packaging.

i did not see any shops that's selling the ones (6 for NT150) u mentioned.
nonetheless, the blueberry & mango ones oredi taste very good in my opinion!
best to eat it when it's chilled in fridge.. yummy!
cost NT100 for 10, even cheaper. 

its not 6 for NT$100 but one packet (inside got 6 jellies) for NT$150. 
u wun noe hw many r inside the packet untill u get home and open.
i have tasted other brands of jellies and pineapple cakes but none r comparable between them. of cos some of my friends find weige and the jelly too expensive and they rather get other brands even though they dun taste as gd. this is up to individual lor. some dun mind paying more for more quality stuff.

i personally like the nuts snack at jiufen's guo jin shan, pumkin, peanuts and others at 3 boxes for NT200 while almonds which a DELISH at 2 for NT250
Miaokou 

http://tour.klcg.gov.tw/english/c/c02_01.asp

At Miao Kou, ask people for the way to Li Gu shop. They sell very very nice Feng Li Su (pineapple tart). Try the glutinous rice at Miao Kou too. Buy Feng Li Su at Miaokou. Very nice!

Miaokou has ALOT of food stalls - can have your dinner there after touring yeliu/jiufen. THere are also some stalls selling clothes and stuff. And there is a famous pineapple tart shop called 'Li Gu'. Miaokou starts after 4pm

Best in Keelung - Li(2) Gu(3) Bing Dian 李鵠餅店. Address: 基隆市仁三路90號. Only 1 shop no branch. Tel: (02)2422 3007. 24278007

At Keelung: 

The shop's name is Li(2) Gu(3) Bing Dian 李鵠餅店. Address: 基隆市仁三路90號. Only 1 shop no branch. Tel: (02)2422 3007. 24278007
When u visit miaokou, try visiting the san xiong di dou hua dian (3 brothers beancurd store), i cant remember the name of the dish, some ice kachang thing, i think its damn nice, its some ice shavings with some things on it. Somebody enlighten me with the name? i cant remember. I didnt really like the Dou Hua (beancurd) coz they added Jiang inside. hmm i went to 3 brothers in keelung, the food is not bad, but i like the store besdie selling 三明治,its cheap and nice. the 泡泡冰 in miaokou is nt bad as well. 3 brothers can be seen easily in taipei as well, i ate their hot dou hua in shida night market as well, dun like it also, not use to the ginger perhaps

Pineapple Tarts:
VIGOR BAKERY HOUSE 維格食&#21697;&amp;#26377;限&#20844;司
http://www.taiwan-vigor.com.tw/

Pineapple Tart: Best in Keelung
Li(2) Gu(3) Bing Dian 李鵠餅&#24215;. Address: 基隆市&#20161;&amp;#19977;路90&#34399;. Only 1 shop no branch. Tel: (02)2422 3007. 24278007

keelung- miao kou jie. MUST GO! food galore!!!!!!

1. tried the butter crabs. don't know if its the stall we patronise or just that generally its not that nice. qt ex some more at nt200, so try it if u want to risk it

2. ding bian cuo. must go to the 'real' one, its the bigger stall, shld be easier to identify cos they keep pulling customers in insisting that its cooler inside when its not -_-'

3. pao pao bing! nice nice. tried the peanut flavour

Danshui

I do bought pineapple tarts at Danshui. It is like, 3 packs of goodies (puffs and/or muah chees) at 280NT. The green tea muah chees are nice and my colleagues love it when I brought back.

Danshui - The place to buy local products such as muah chee, guo dong & etc. Recommended to try “yu su” aka fish crackers) and “Ah Gei” fishballs. . The place to buy local products such as muah chee, guo dong & etc. Recommended to try “yu su” aka fish crackers) and “Ah Gei” fishballs

I went to the Birkenstock at Danshui. Service is good!! The shop assistants even recommended me a shop to buy "Yu Su" (Fish crackers). It is somewhere diagonally opposite Ah Po Tie Dan, near Hong Lou also. The shop is called "Xu Yi". 


Danshui Ã Lao Jie (Ah Po Tie Dan, Muah Chee etc, Ah Gei)

Danshui - i skipped fisherman's wharf and concentrate on Danshui lao jie. Tried the BBQ squid, damn nice.

Yu Su from Dan Shui - Nice~ (fish keropok)

Fisherman’s Wharf – The western food restaurant at the foot of Lovers’ Bridge serves nice food and when we were there at about 730pm, they had live performance and you can dedicate songs. Service was great too. Came up to about NT500 each, for a drink, soup, main course and dessert. We had wanted grilled seafood but couldn’t find it at FW – realized on our way back that there were at least 2 restaurants selling that at Danshui.

Danshui ( 淡水 ): I took MRT from beitou to danshui, less than 15 mins distance. Tried their famous 阿给, 綜合鱼圆, 鱼酥, 铁蛋, ice-cream etc

BBQ Squid

I am not very sure of the stalls opening on weekdays but I went there on a Sunday and the crowd was terrible especially the Q to ferry ride. U have to be patient...Food stalls at Danshui opened everyday lah....the BBQ huge squid, BBQ dried squid, tall ice-cream, BBQ fish rolls are a MUST to try!! I bought the fish crackers sticks in packet form, Just tried today. Not bad!! As for the food at Yu Ren Ma Tou, I am not very sure if they operate on weekdays leh...I only tried the Danshui Fishballs soup, quite nice! I saw a lot of people eating that. Very easy to find with the obvious signboard! There are some seafood restaurants also but din try becos its quite expensive and not worth! Quite empty when I walked past....

Dansui was not bad. Bought a pair of madrid birks there for ard SGD63. xu yi (for the fish crackers) and ah po tie dan are along the same street, diagonally across each other. but the ah po tie dan is NT100 per pack, i bought a few and another few packs from carrefour (next to miramar) which was only NT65.
NT50 Bag Shop - When you exit the MRT station and enter Danshui Laojie. The shop is one of the first shops on your left. 

NT50 Bag Shop NT50 包包店 (Close On Mon)

Danshui Station 淡水站 > Turn right > First shop on the left when enter to Danshui Old Street long 新建成饼店 & 英专路
Shipai MRT Station

Mr Baoz

台北市北投區石牌路二段77號
Tel:02-2821-5252
can alight at Shipai MRT station

Another must try there is the jap restauran in Tian mu's Xin Guan San yue. Called Shen Bao Dian if i am not wrong. selling pork cutlet. It was really good

Airport


Anyway no worries coz at Taiwan airport, there is this "Xing Dong Yang" shop where you can find all kinds of taiwan's famous snacks for you to buy. Prices are of course alittle bit more but stl reasonable. So at Xing Dong Yang, I then manage to buy the Tai Yang Bing. When I look at the box of the Tai Yang Bing, I laughed coz it is Taizhong's famous snacks. No wonder I did not really see it in Taipei.

Yong Kang St (how to go?)

Yesterday's episode, they recommended Yong Kang Street where u can find nice foods such as: 

Yan-Su Chicken, from a yellow stall which is facing the main road;
Jiang Zhe Lao Dian's Xiao long bao, Vege wif meat dumpling and you dou fu xi fen(beancurb wif vermicelli);
Pao Bing Zhi Jia's Yu Tou Niu Nai Bing(yam wif ice)
Japanese Grill food( the shop looks like those authetic jap eateries in Japan)
Pineapple Tarts

Pastry for gifts - PINEAPPLE TARTS!! Can go buy this brand called "WEI GE". They r d No1 pineapple tarts in Taiwan as they juz won sum competition. NT$400 for 20pc. Not cheap but its nice. If u buy NT$1000 they will send to your hotel wen u order thru hotel. If u go the shop, can sample testing!! n no minimum order and they will send to your hotel already.

http://www.taiwan-vigor.com.tw/front/bin/home.phtml
Also another snack called Xue zai Shao ( Snow burning) it is actually po piah skin wrapped with peanuts and 2 scoops of icecream. really very nice

Which brand of tai yang bing is nice and where can I get it?
This bakery is recommended by Rainbow Hotel during the day tour.
http://www.taiwan-vigor.com.tw/index.htm
Pastry for gifts - PINEAPPLE TARTS!! Can go buy this brand called "WEI GE". They r d No1 pineapple tarts in Taiwan as they juz won sum competition. NT$400 for 20pc. Not cheap but its nice. If u buy NT$1000 they will send to your hotel wen u order thru hotel. If u go the shop, can sample testing!! n no minimum order and they will send to your hotel already.

http://en.taipeileechi.com.tw/leechi.asp
Jioufen Shop with Taipei Branch: http://www.lecake.com.tw/
http://www.lecake.com.tw/map2.jpg

For Pineapple Tarts:
VIGOR BAKERY HOUSE 維格食品有限公司 http://www.taiwan-vigor.com.tw/

We have tried both LeCake and Vigor's pineapple tarts. We prefer LeCake as it is not too sweet, more fragrance and taste nicer as like freshly baked. Vigor also nice but more like packed snack and taste sweeter.

It is good that LeCake now has a branch in Taipei so no need to go all the way to Jiufen. Vigor is more known maybe they get tour buses to stop by their shop.
Another would be the dessert at San1 Siong1 Di4 aka Three Brothers which was absoutely divine. A peep at it

Places for food will be Mister Donuts (they have a simpsons ed. donut now becos of the movie), Ah Zong Mian Xian, Ya Rou Bian, Fried Mushrooms, Tamagoya (try the potatoe croquette with dan bao fan, their signature dish!), Funny Fish (XMD), Ha Dao Dao Ji Pa (be careful, there are bones in the cutlet unlike SG one), BBQ Muah Ji, Modern Toilet, Qing Wang Xia Dan, Sun Brothers dessert (Shilin),
Xu Yi's Yu Su (very crunchy and tasty), Ah Gei, 40 years old fishball (Danshui), BBQ 

I love their pearls (fen yuan)!!!! And the Shao Xian Cao(hot grass jelly) is superb. I also like the Hua Zi Qiu(cuttlefish balls). I tried the BBQ-ed corn but not nice


- Qing Wa Xia Dan stall (everywhere) - Try this: Ai Yu + Fen Yuan + Milk. Its not on the menu, but u can try. LOL. recommended by a local friend.


- Ji Xiang Bao Bao Ji - something like Ji Pai, but more like popcorn chicken, i prefer that to the Hao da da
- Le Ye Kao Rou - 399 NT per pax, ala carte style. Theres one outlet just below rainbow hotel. Its BBQ + Hotpot. Their Kim Chi Hotpot very nice!!! and their squid balls. They serve 8 flavours of Haagen Dazs Ice Cream & 6 flavours of Meiji Ice cream. Yummy~~

Ximending
1. Ah Zhong Mee Sua
2. Ya Rou Bian
3. Sun Bro Dessert
4. Duck Tongue
- chong zua bing (like roti prata)
5. da chang bao xiao chang - sausage with rice

Danshui
1. Ah Geh's noodle - go to the one opposite the ah ma tie dan
2. Ice cream - miss it. tasteless. only tall only
3. Ah ma Tie Dan

Shilin
1. XXL Chicken
2. Da Bin Bao Xiao Bin
3. Pao Pao Bing
4. Hu Jiao Bing - Raohe one better same brand one
5. Guan Cai Ban ('coffin board') - (big piece of fried bread with fillings)
6. Hong You Chao Shou - looks like wanton.

MiaoKou
1. Seafood

Jiufeng
1. Tea
2. Fishball
-mua chee
- fen yuan (yam, sweet potato)

Raohe
-deep fried small crabs

Moachi in Taipei:
3 Uncle:
http://www.3uncle.com.tw
Royal Family Food :
http://www.royal-family.com.tw
Hungry in Taipei Blog

http://hungryintaipei.blogspot.com
Zhong Xiao East (near 

Deserts

YOGURT ME
No. 4, Lane 216, Alley 27, Chung Hsiao E. Road, Sec 4
(02) 8771-4210


Yong Kang branch
No. 2, Lane 14, Wing Hong Street
(02) 2396-0237
M-Th 11:30 AM - 10:30 PM
Fri, Sat 11:30 AM - 11 PM

No. 49, Nanjing W. Road 
(02) 2550-7398

Waffles not nice. 

Huge smoothies look good


DOUBLE RAINBOW ICE CREAM
at new green Sogo, B2 (Sogo aka Tai Ping Yang)
No. 300, Chung Hsiao East Road, Sec 3 (at FuXing)

I was pretty greedy to think that I could eat two scoops of ice cream. But I have to admit the scoops from Double Rainbow near the food court at the green Sogo were larger than I thought they would be!


Pizza

ALLEYCATS
2, Lane 248, Zhong Xiao E. Road, Sec. 4
(02) 2731-5225
website: Alleycatspizza.com
hours: 12noon - 10 PM

Zhong Xiao Alleycats (not TOO far from SYS Memorial hall)

LI SHUI STREET near YONG KANG ST
B1, No. 6, Li Shui Street
(02) 2321-8948
Sunday-Thur: 5pm-11pm
Fri-Sat: 5pm to 2am

So to fufilll my tomato sauce crust-cheese-fix, I decided to get 2 small pizzas from the new-ish location of Alleycats. They've expanded from their original Li Shui location to four other places, each with their own unique menus. This location in a little alley off of Zhong Xiao is tiny, basically the kitchen with the stone ovens and one patio table to sit down, so most of the customers order their pizzas to go. Sometimes they sell pizza by the slice, but I recommend calling ahead and ordering so you can pick up the pizza and eat it hot at home (or on the way home). You can check out their online menu, but the pricing is slightly different at the Zhong Xiao location for smaller pizzas and they only offer pizzas and calzones. The prices range NT$85 for a small 8" Marghertia pizza to NT$200-$400+ range for 10"-12" pizzas.

I ended up trying the Napoletana (NT$150) which has fresh tomatoes, goat cheese, anchovies, olives and spinach (and successfully requested to have the anchovies swapped for mushrooms) and the Maialona (NT$150) which has Italian sausage, pepperoni, chorizo and salami (I think they are 8 inch). This Alleycats is right across from Chili House and actually not too far from Pizza Hut. They said the pizzas would be ready in 15 minutes to pick up.

It hit the spot.. though it was more CPK (the Neopolitan versions) than Zachary's, it was full of flavor, had the amount right cheese and mix of toppings and the crust balanced everything perfectly. You can also customize your pizza with the number of toppings such as anchovies, artichokes, fresh tomatoes, goat cheese or pineapple, though it might be cheaper to get their pre-set combos since each topping would add up at NT$15-50 each.

My last visit to Alleycats was quite awhile ago, before they expanded and I discovered this location. I'm happy to have this quick and closer location to get my pizza fixes. Much faster than trying to make pizza myself and much closer than to pizza in the states than practically any other pizza place in Taipei. As much as I like the occasional personal pan pizza from the nearby Pizza Hut, Alleycats is much fresher, healthier and, yes, yummier - although you wish they'd deliver!


Xinyi – Taipei 101, NYNY etc (Taipei City Hall Subway Station)

LITTLE SOUTH GATE
Food Court, B2, ESLITE Mall (XIN YI STORE) (誠 品 信 義 店 )
11, SongGao Road 
(02) 8789-3388
Hours:10 am-2 am Bookstore (2F/3F/4F) ; 
10 am-10 pm /Shopping Mall (B2/ B1/ 1F/ 5F/ 6F)

You can opt to have the dessert hot or cold


COLDSTONE CREAMERY
at NY NY Mall
12, SongShou Rd
Corner of SongShou Rd. (松壽路) and SongZhi Rd. (松智路) near the "Statue of Liberty"
phone: 0800-001-677
 hours: 11 am-10 pm

While you're waiting in line, try and snag a copy of their menu which is full of pictures and ice cream w/ English and Chinese names like "Monkey Bites" or "Cookie Mintster", but the description is only in Chinese. You don't like their combos? You can also make up your own.

One you've placed your order, one of the many servers will scoop up your ice cream, mix in your choice toppings on the cold slab on the counter, and then scoop it back into your cup or waffle. I got a medium Mud Pie (which came with coffee ice cream mixed with fudge, peanut butter and almonds) with a waffle cone to share with a friend (NT$160 + NT$20). It's definitley not cheap, but soften the blow by sharing with a friend or getting a single scoop with one mix in (NT$90).

Pay, get your stuff, and then eat on the go, or try and get one of the very few tables inside, or slightly more tables outside. Or if you have a whole team of eaters, have someone else grab a table while you wait in line. We had to wait a little while for them to make our waffle cone and wait for it to cool so it didn't melt our ice cream creation. It was a little softer than I would have normally liked, but it was still sweet and coffee-chocolately goodness.


Food Court

VIE SHOW (威 秀 影 城)) CINEMAS FOODCOURT
No. 16, Sung Shou Road, 2F

If you need a quick bite to eat before you watch a movie at Vie Show Cinemas near 101

DONER KEBAB- This place is growing on me. You can get the chicken or beef or both in a wrap or bun, and with the lettuce, tomato, olives, onions and sauces customized to your preference- it's like Subway, but better. With fries and a drink (NT$150).



Bakeries

MINI ONE
at Shin Kong Mitsukoshi Food Court, A11, B2 (新 光 三 越 )
No. 11, Song Shou Road

Try mini croissants. Cheese cake give it a miss.

Breeze Centre (5min walk from Zhong Xiao Fu Xing stn)

ROASTED DRIED SQUID place (snack)
Breeze Center, Food Court, B1
39, Fu Hsing South Rd, Sec. 2
(02) 6600-8888
Hours: 11am-9:30pm Sun-Thur; 11am-10pm Fri-Sat

You'll spot (or smell) this local snack favorite in night markets and all around Taipei, but this mall version should offer a clean variety for those of you afraid to buy off the street vendors. Just follow your nose towards the bbq roasting smell- one bag goes for about NT$100 and comes in original and spicy flavors.


Romankan Yokohama (Japanese style sandwich…mos burger?)
Breeze Center, Food Court, B1
39, Fu Hsing South Rd, Sec. 2
(02) 6600-8888
Hours: 11am-9:30pm Sun-Thur; 11am-10pm Fri-Sat

This lunch, I waited for about 10 minutes after ordering, about five minutes trying to order. The cashier writes my "number" on a bag, takes my money and tells us it will be about 10 minutes. I see a mysterious back room where people are assembly-lining my little half sandwich, which is only a snack today, otherwise, you would need to eat 2 to make a full sandwich and be really full.

Order Chicken!


MAISON KAYSER (Bakery)
at Breeze Shopping Center, B2
39, Fu Hsing South Rd, Sec. 2 
(at the intersection of Civic Boulevard and Fu Hsing South Road)
(02) 6600-8888
Hours: 11am-9:30pm Sun-Thur; 11am-10pm Fri-Sat


Xi Men Ding

Japanese food

WATAMI JAPANESE CASUAL RESTAURANT
Hsi Men
at Jun Plaza, 3 FL
No. 37, 
(02) 2361-5198
11AM - 1 AM


Near Taida University 

TAI YI MILK KING
82, Xin Sheng S. Road, Section 3
(across the street from the main entrance of Tai Da)
(02) 2362 3712
hours: 10:30 AM - midnight daily

Probably a lot of college students since it's so close, right across the street from National Taiwan University. Is it Taida or Tai Da- anyone know?

Look for these signs if you are taking a taxi or walking.. The white sign is the front facing the street, the blue one is from the sidewalk. There is also an Adidas store a few doors down and Tequila Sunrise a few blocks away.

If you must do the mango ice, they have that here too- and it looks just as good, but without the plop of mango shebert excess.

